
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  

At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian love we extend this 
ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread and 
wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as Christ has 
forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to visit with 
the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 
Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran Service 
Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 
NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the common cup.  
Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that need to 
receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  Hold the 
cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then return to your pew, 
please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for individual cups.  
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to sign 

the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the guest 

book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 
 

Mr. Joel Chapman, RN, Parish Nurse 

  joelchapman1955@yahoo.com 

309.948.4652 (cell) If you need a large print bulletin or would 

like to use a hearing impaired device, 

please speak with an Usher or Lay 

Assistant. 

In reverence to God and as a courtesy to other worshipers, please 

silence your cell phone during worship. Thank you! 

The Mission of St. Matthew Lutheran Church is to  

LEARN, LIVE, and SHARE 

 the Gospel of  Jesus Christ. 

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are hospitalized.  

I am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray with you.  Most of 

the time the hospital informs us when a member is admitted.  However 

sometimes this has not happened, and I have been completely unaware of a 

hospitalization.  Please also let me know if you or someone you know desires for 

me to visit and bring the Lord’s Supper.  Please keep me informed of your 

circumstances, and I will be glad to minister to you in Christ’s name.   

– Pastor Michel 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT… Managing what the Lord has given us 

General Fund (Property, Office, Worship, Mission & Ministry, Staff) 

Received General Fund last week   $4,611.00 

Received Dedicated Funds last week   $101.05 

Received Building Fund last week  $367.00 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Saturday Worship   5:30 p.m. 56 

Sunday Worship     8:00 a.m. 72 

Sunday Worship   10:30 a.m.  97 

Total Weekend Attendance   225 

 

Sunday School   23 

Adult Bible Study      35  
 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Gathering Room for our new topic: 

The Pastoral Epistles (The Books of 1st & 2nd Timothy and Titus).   
 

The public ministry of the Gospel, or the Office of Holy Ministry, is God’s gift to the 

Church. In these three letters to two young pastors (Timothy & Titus), through the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul provides warning and encouragement, instruction 

and blessing to both the recipients and to us.  In this study you will learn: 

+ The destructive nature of false doctrine and the importance of pure teaching 

based on God’s Word; 

+ The importance of mutual love, service, and respect between pastors and their 

parishioners; 

+ The enduring order of God’s creation for men and women within the home and 

the Church. 
 

We meet in the Gathering Room at 9:15 a.m.  ALL ARE INVITED! 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
This study meets Feb. 3 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  This study is for men and women, 

couples, singles, young adults, and High School students,  EVERYONE!  The topic is 

“The Great Deceiver”.  This study examines the most perverse character in Scripture: 

Satan.  We will be studying the Bible and DVD input. 

LADIES WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY AT 9:30 am 
We will be meeting February 3, at 9:30 a.m. and then we will be taking a six week 

break for Lent.  We will resume on March 30 at 9:30 a.m. with Chapter 5 of Divine 

Makeover by Sharla Fritz. Come join us on February 3 at 9:30 a.m.  Hope to see you 

there. 

PASTOR’S BRONCOS ARE GOING TO THE SUPER BOWL! 
But even if your favorite team is not in the big game, we all can still make a 

difference in Christ’s name on Super Bowl Sunday.  Our congregation can help 

people in need by being part of “The Souper Bowl of Caring” on the weekend of 

February 6 & 7 (Super Bowl Sunday is February 7).   
 

As part of this “Souper Bowl” team, the Outreach Committee of the Board of 

Mission & Ministry is asking everyone, as you leave worship that weekend, to make 

a special donation of $1 (or more, if you’d like) to the Milan Christian Assistance 

Fund, which seeks to provide assistance with utilities, prescriptions, baby formula, 

and job-seeking transportation needs to those living in Milan and/or the Blackhawk 

Township.  Note that in your 2016 offering envelope box is a special envelope for 

the Souper Bowl of Caring. 
 

Also…everyone is asked to bring to church the weekend of February 6 & 7 an item 

for the Milan Christian Food Pantry.  Suggested items include:  shampoo, dish 

soap, toilet paper, laundry detergent, toothpaste, toothbrushes, peanut butter, jelly… 

but any non-perishable food item will be accepted.   

2016 LERT (Lutheran Emergency Response Training) 
 

The Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) is a volunteer training program provided 

by the LCMS Office of National Mission. It is a simple training program designed to 

help you serve as a trained Christian volunteer when a disaster strikes. 
 

This training is part of a Synod-wide disaster response program, facilitated by a  

network of District Disaster Response Coordinators and Teams, under the direction 

of LCMS Disaster Response. At the close of the program, you will receive a 

certificate of participation and a LERT volunteer credential issued by LCMS Disaster 

Response. Ten members of St. Matthew (including Pastor Michel) received LERT 

training two years ago. 
 

In the chaos of disaster, it’s important to stay focused on the task at hand. This  

training will help you focus on the most important thing to remember as you prepare 

for or respond to a disaster in our community or beyond. At the center of  LERT 

volunteer training is one thing— MERCY! Christ’s mercy is the basis for everything 

we say and do.  
 

This one-day training event will equip you to be an effective volunteer should a  

disaster strike our community.  This year the following training dates and sites are 

being offered in our Central Illinois District....February 20 at St Paul’s, Havana ~ 

February 27 at Trinity, Bloomington ~ March 5 at Our Savior’s, Milford ~ March 12 

at Immanuel, Rock Island ~ June 11 at Redeemer, Peoria.  All sessions are on 

Saturdays and begin at 8:30 am and end at 4:30 pm. 
 

Special Chainsaw Training, Saturday, April 2 at Lutheran Church of St. 

John, Quincy (9 am – 5 pm) 
 

$35 Registration fee. Registration is available at www.cidlcms.org or by calling the 

CID office 217.793.1802.  Also feel free to contact Pastor Michel if you have any 

questions. 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
We meet from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. each Tuesday, and all are invited. Beginning this 

Tuesday, February 2 we will begin a new Bible study entitled “Places of the 

Passion.” This study will tie in with our sermon series during Lent.  
 

Each portion of the series focuses on a different place in the Passion of our Lord and 

discovers in that place the gracious work of God. We will see how Jesus enters these 

physical places to bring about salvation and spiritual change. The most troubling 

places of our lives become the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits 

them.  
 

Through this study, you will be invited to see a stark contrast between the ways of 

sin, manifested in all the variety of human life, and the way of salvation, made 

known in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. By listening closely to 

these texts, by meditating on the work of God revealed in and through them, we will 

learn to bring our sins to Jesus that He might save us with his powerful and 

passionate love. 
 

Join us this Tuesday, February 2 as we explore “The Mount of Transfiguration: A 

Place of Promise” (Luke 9:28-36). 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Sunday School— The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

High School Bible Study—Parent Meeting 

Adult Bible Study—The Book of First Timothy 

DINING TOUR COUPON BOOKS ARE HERE! 
St. Matthew Youth Ministry is selling Dining Tour Coupon books again this 

year.  In the books are over 200, two-for-one coupons that can be used at 

local restaurants.  The cost of the books are $35.00 and the Youth Group gets 

to keep $10.00.  The books are good until Nov. 2016. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In Sunday School today, the lesson was “The Boy Jesus in the Temple.” As a 

boy, Jesus was found in His Father’s house. In God’s house I hear His Word, 

see that Jesus is my Savior, and receive His gifts of forgiveness and 

salvation. Because of sin, we are like Jesus’ parents and do not understand 

what Gods says to us. We don’t recognize who Jesus truly is—our Savior. 

Ask your children, “How does the Holy Spirit help identify who Jesus is?” 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
Youth Group:  Your help is needed TODAY, Sunday, Jan. 31 at the Chili 

Cook Off.  We need help setting up on Sunday, at 3:00 pm, and please bring a 

dessert(s).  The free will offering will be given to the Youth Group for 

helping.  Questions?  Let Greg know 309-236-8826. 

 

CONNECT—Sunday, February 7 –Super Bowl.  If you want together at 

church and watch the Super Bowl let Greg know today.  309-236-8826. 
 

National Youth Gathering Meeting 

Sunday, Jan. 31 we will have a meeting for both Students and Parents at 

9:15am in the Youth room. 
 

Bowling for Everyone 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, Feb. 28, 2:00-3:30pm for bowling at Milan 

Bowl.  Due to a generous donation the cost will be free or very low for shoes 

and 90 minutes of bowling. Families, students and adults of all ages are 

invited.  Please sign up on the Youth bulletin board (across from Kitchen) so 

we reserve enough lanes. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE EVENTS 
CHILI COOK OFF and YOU are invited!   Congregational Life and Youth 

Ministry are hosting an evening of fun and food on Sunday, January 31, 

4:00pm to 6:00pm. Whether you bring your favorite chili for the cook off or 

join us and enjoy sampling the chili all are invited. Sample and vote the chilies 

from 4:00 to 5:00pm, then go back for a bowl of your favorite and enjoy a 

great time of fellowship.  St Matthew’s favorite chili will be announced 

around 5:45pm.  Sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to bring a 

chili.    The Youth group will provide drinks and desserts for a free will 

offering. 
 

Also Congregational Life would like to try starting a book “exchange”.  If you 

have books, children or adults and would be willing to trade/exchange them 

bring them along and be a part of our first book exchange. 

THANK YOU 

 To the Adult Choir for offering special music at Sunday’s 8:00 Divine 

Service. 

 To Linda Tobin for serving as cantor at Sunday’s Divine Services. 

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
St. Matthew, along with other congregations in the Quad Cities area, is 

participating in the annual Baby Bottle Drive, sponsored by Pregnancy 

Resources of the Quad Cities.  Pick up an empty baby bottle in the hallway 

outside the sanctuary and fill it with coins and cash over the coming weeks to 

benefit Pregnancy Resources, whose mission is to provide life-affirming 

Biblically-based resources to encourage informed decisions regarding 

pregnancy and premarital sexual abstinence.  Plan to return the bottles to 

church by Sunday, February 28. 

LCMS NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING MEETING 
All students and their parents need to attend this meeting on Sunday, Jan. 31, 

at 9:15a.m. in the youth room.  We will discuss travel plans, calendars, fund 

raising and so much more.  If you have any questions contact Greg, 309-236-

8826. 

LOCATE THAT PALM BRANCH 
Last year on Palm Sunday, Pastor encouraged everyone to hang on to the 

palm branches that were distributed that day. If you still have your palm 

(dried up, of course), bring it to church prior to Sunday, February 7.  A 

collection box will be placed in the main entryway. The palms will then be 

burned during the Sunday School & Bible study time on Sunday, February 7, 

and the resulting ash will be used for the imposition of ashes on our foreheads 

on Ash Wednesday (February 10).  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
The Mission Project for Sunday School  will be paper products and personal 

products for the food pantry.  Any money collected will be used to buy food.  

The collection will take place throughout the Lenten season. 



 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Lay  
Assistant 

Jason Gorski Jim Barrows Dave Schroeder 

Ushers Jerry & Mary Donegan Jonathan Michel 

Anna Teggatz 

Josh Teggatz 

Bill Burt  

Leah Dodd 

Hanna Dodd 

Organist Christine Engebrecht Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acolytes Mathilde Bodenbender-Benner 

Peter Bodenbender-Benner 

Rebekah Michel 

Erin Teggatz 

Madison McVay 

Greeters Ken & Nancy Williams   

Altar Guild:    Vicki Lude, Mary Donegan 

Flowers:           The Nordstroms 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, January 30 5:30 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, January 31 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m.  

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Divine Service  

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 

Youth/Parent meeting 

Divine Service  

Chili Cook Off set-up 

Chili Cook Off 

Monday, February 1 

 

8:30 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

Classical Conversations 

Choir 

Tuesday, February 2 9:00 a.m. Pastor’s Bible Study-Places of the Passion 

Wednesday, February 3 9:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

8:15 p.m.  

Ladies Bible Study-Divine Makeover 

Congregational Life 

Greg’s Bible Study-The Great Deceiver 

Confirmation 

2nd Year Confirmation Parent Meeting 

Thursday, February 4 9:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

LWML Bible Study and Meeting 

Youth and Education 

Outreach 

Friday, February 5  

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletins Assembled 

Saturday, February 6 
Souper Bowl of Caring 

5:30 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, February 7 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m.  

10:30 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Burning of the Palms 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service  

Youth CONNECT –talk to Greg 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“Since the fetus is a creature already alive and in the process of development, 

to kill it is to choose death over life. At what point shall we allow this choice? 

For me the answer is—at no point, once life has begun. At no point, I repeat, 

either as life begins or as life ends, for we who are human beings cannot, for 

our own safety, be allowed to choose death, life being all we know.” Pearl S. 

Buck, author of The Good Earth and recipient of the 1938 Nobel Prize in 

literature – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
1 Corinthians 13:4-5 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; 

it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful.” Love is the greatest of the three “theological virtues” because God 

is Love. That is why love is the fulfillment of the Law, because the Law is the 

reflection of God's being and God is love. St. Paul urges the Corinthians to 

grow in love, to grow up into the image of Christ who demonstrates what love 

looks like with His sacrifice on the cross. For love always seeks the good of 

the other, always seeks to serve, to give, to bless. 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
In Jeremiah 1:5 we learn that God formed him in the womb, knew him even 

before that, and appointed him to be a prophet. I see no reason to doubt that 

every human being is known and formed for a purpose. Prayer:  Lord, may we 

love those You have known and formed. Amen.  

EDUCATING A NEW GENERATION OF LUTHERANS… 

Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken 

and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  This week's topics 

include: A Scientific Perspective on the Beginning of Life, Video Games, 

Lutheran Education, Baptists & God's Law, The Purification of Mary and 

more. You can listen it live weekdays from 3-5pm, or whenever you want, at 

www.issuesetc.org and on the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE OUR E-MEMOS 
We have discontinued the printing and mailing of the monthly Memo 

newsletter.  Our main form of print communication will be the weekly bulletin.  

In place of the printed Memo we now have E-Memos, which will be distributed 

via e-mail.  You may begin receiving E-Memos by signing up for them through 

our congregation website.  Even though the church office may have your e-

mail address, you will not automatically receive the E-Memos…you must sign 

up through our website.  To receive E-Memos….  

 Go to the homepage of our congregation’s website  

       (www.stmatthewmilan.org) 

 Click on the box “Click here to sign up for our E-Memos” 

 Follow the directions to sign up for the various e-mail 

communications of your choice 



 

 

CARD SHOP OPEN 
The St. Matthew Women in Mission card shop is now open.  Cards are in the 

hallway by the office.  Payment envelopes are available on the stand. 

ALTAR DUTY 
We are looking for ladies to sign up for altar duty for the months of April, May, 

and June.  You can sign up for the whole month or just one week.  You do not 

need to be a member of the LWML.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board.  If you have questions, contact Vicki Lude at 309-738-3953 or Mary 

Donegan at 309-781-2632. 

CREATIVE CRAFTERS 
This year Creative Crafters will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  

Creative Crafters will meet Thursday, Feb.18 at 9:30am.  All are 

welcome.  Please bring a sack lunch.   MARK YOUR CALENDERS… BOWLING FOR EVERYONE! 
Sunday, Feb. 28 everyone is invited for 90 minutes of bowling and fun.  

Congregational Life and Youth & Education are hosting this event at 

Milan Bowl on Sunday, Feb. 28, 2:00pm to 3:30pm.  Due to a generous 

donation the cost will be free or very low for shoes and 90 minutes of 

bowling. Families, students and adults of all ages are invited.  Please 

sign up on the Youth bulletin board (across from Kitchen) so we reserve 

enough lanes.  

LWML NEWS 

Women and Girls of St Matthew:  Winter is a good time to sew.  We have 

plenty of T-shirts to make diapers for Haiti and we have nearly 20 quilt tops to 

make into quilts…Your help would be a blessing to lots of needy 

people!  Want to get started?  Talk to any LWML gal or call Nancy Mueller 

309-795-1251 or email nmueller@derbyworks.net.  
 

Also, the annual Spring Luncheon could use some fresh ideas.  Interested in 

brainstorming and being involved in planning this event?  Let us know.  We 

will give you hugs! 

LWML BIBLE CLASS 
Thursday, February 4, 2016, 9:30a.m. 

St. Matthew Gathering Room 

Bible Study:  Our Hope and Future #4 “Call Upon the Name of the Lord” 
 

Leader:   Carole Hartley 

Hostess:  Sandy Keller  
 

 LWML meeting to follow Bible study. 
 

All women of St. Matthew are invited to attend and bring a friend. 

MILAN CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY NEEDS… 
St. Matthew is once again participating in the Easter Food Basket give away at 

the Milan Christian Food Pantry.  Fifty families will receive all the fixings for 

an Easter meal.  St. Matthew will be collecting large cans of sweet potatoes.  

We also hope to collect brightly colored or Easter themed dish cloths or towels 

to put in the baskets.  Put your contributions in the cart in the North entryway.  

Thank you for supporting the Milan Christian Food Pantry.      (Please have 

the items in by March 6. )  

FEBRUARY 2016 CALENDARS 
The February 2016 Church calendar is on the table in the hallway.  

Please pick yours up today. 

LENTEN SUPPERS 
Lenten Suppers The Youth Group is hosting the Wednesday Lenten 

suppers which begin Feb 10.  If you, a group of friends or an organization 

would like to provide a meal on a Wednesday let Greg know (309-236-

8826).  The Youth Group will help serve, clean-up and help as needed.  

Contact Greg Mueller-DCE 309-236-8826 if you have any questions. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN 
The Sunday School children will be singing on Sunday, January 31, at 

the beginning of the 10:30 service.  
 

They will be singing:  

"The Morning Prayer" and "Green is the color of Epiphany". 

 

 We look forward to having the children share in the church service. 

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
At our evening Ash Wednesday service on February 10, the imposition 

of ashes (on the forehead) will be offered in the church sanctuary from 

6:30 to 7:00 p.m., prior to the start of the Divine Service at 7:00. In 

other words, if you wish to receive ashes on your forehead as part of 

your Ash Wednesday devotion, please arrive in the church sanctuary 

BEFORE 7:00. During this time of devotion prior to the Divine Service, 

all are invited to participate in a Lenten hymn-sing, which will take place 

in the sanctuary while the ashes are being given. This arrangement is 

taking place so that we are able to conclude the Divine Service in a 

shorter amount of time on that Wednesday evening. NOTE: For those 

attending the 11:00 a.m. service on Ash Wednesday, the ashes will be 

offered at the very beginning of the service. 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?userinfo=f7e66a370c03bd62de6b749939d196fb&count=1453816202&cf=spl&randid=1326008058#

