
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

Mr. Joel Chapman, RN, Parish Nurse 

  joelchapman1955@yahoo.com 

309.948.4652 (cell) 

If you need a large print bulletin or would 

like to use a hearing impaired device, 

please speak with an Usher or Lay 

Assistant. 

In reverence to God and as a courtesy to other worshipers, please 

silence your cell phone during worship. Thank you! 

The Mission of St. Matthew Lutheran Church is to  

LEARN, LIVE, and SHARE 

 the Gospel of  Jesus Christ. 

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are hospitalized.  

I am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray with you.  Most of 

the time the hospital informs us when a member is admitted.  However 

sometimes this has not happened, and I have been completely unaware of a 

hospitalization.  Please also let me know if you or someone you know desires for 

me to visit and bring the Lord’s Supper.  Please keep me informed of your 

circumstances, and I will be glad to minister to you in Christ’s name.   

– Pastor Michel 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT… Managing what the Lord has given us 

General Fund (Property, Office, Worship, Mission & Ministry, Staff) 

Received General Fund last week   $4,503.54 

Received Dedicated Funds last week   $446.63 

Received Building Fund last week  $592.00 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Saturday Worship   5:30 p.m. 69 

Sunday Worship     8:00 a.m. 57 

Sunday Worship   10:30 a.m.  59 

Total Weekend Attendance   185 

 

Ash Wednesday 2/10 11:00 a.m. 36 

 7:00 p.m. 93 

 

Sunday School   19 

Adult Bible Study      40  



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Gathering Room for our 

current topic: The Pastoral Epistles (The Books of 1st & 2nd Timothy and 

Titus).   
 

The public ministry of the Gospel, or the Office of Holy Ministry, is God’s gift 

to the Church. In these three letters to two young pastors (Timothy & Titus), 

through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul provides warning and 

encouragement, instruction and blessing to both the recipients and to us.  In 

this study you will learn: 

+ The destructive nature of false doctrine and the importance of pure teaching 

based on God’s Word; 

+ The importance of mutual love, service, and respect between pastors and 

their parishioners; 

+ The enduring order of God’s creation for men and women within the home 

and the Church. 
 

We meet in the Gathering Room at 9:15 a.m.  ALL ARE INVITED! 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
We meet from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. each Tuesday, and all are invited.  Our topic 

is “Places of the Passion.” This study ties in with our sermon series during 

Lent.  
 

Each portion of the series focuses on a different place in the Passion of our 

Lord and discovers in that place the gracious work of God. We will see how 

Jesus enters these physical places to bring about salvation and spiritual change. 

The most troubling places of our lives become the most amazing places of 

God’s grace when Jesus visits them.  
 

Through this study, you will be invited to see a stark contrast between the ways 

of sin, manifested in all the variety of human life, and the way of salvation, 

made known in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. By listening 

closely to these texts, by meditating on the work of God revealed in and 

through them, we will learn to bring our sins to Jesus that He might save us 

with his powerful and passionate love. 
 

Join us this Tuesday, as we explore “The Upper Room: A Place of 

Hope” (Luke 22:14-38). 

NOT RECEIVING E-MEMOS IN YOUR EMAIL? 
If you signed up to receive our E-Memos, particularly the one entitled “This 

Week at St. Matthew” and are not receiving them in your email inbox each 

Sunday evening, there is a chance that the messages are being routed into your 

junk/spam folder.  To ensure that the E-Memos arrive in your email inbox and 

not in your junk/spam folder, you may wish to add our church email address 

stmatthewmilan@gmail.com to your email contact list. 

HEY GUYS… JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST! 
The St. Matthew Men’s Network invites all men of the congregation to 

breakfast Saturday, February 27 at 7:00 am.  As we enjoy a hot breakfast we 

will also begin discussing our new topic: “A Man Named Martin.”  This study 

looks at the life of Martin Luther—a monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp of 

God's justification of sinners through faith in the Savior was the cornerstone of 

the Reformation. 
 

We meet from 7:00 to 8:15 a.m. at the church.  ALL GUYS, including youth 

who have been confirmed, are invited!  If you have any questions, contact 

Pastor Michel (787-4295 or pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 

LAST WEEKEND WAS SUPER! 

...and not just because Pastor’s Denver Broncos won the Super Bowl.  Even 

more so, our contributions from last weekend’s “Souper Bowl of Caring” will 

help make a difference in Christ’s name to people in need in our own 

community.  We received a total of $302 for the Milan Christian 

Care Assistance Fund, as well as about 50 personal care items for the Milan 

Christian Food Pantry.  Many thanks to all who contributed! 

JOIN US FOR LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES 
This Wednesday, we gather and listen to Jesus. In the Upper Room with His 

disciples, He takes an argument about glory and turns it into an invitation for 

service.  

 

Jesus knows that His people often get things wrong. From the Israelites who 

elevated their worship of God over the God they worshiped, to the disciples 

who placed their following of the Lord over the Lord they followed, God’s 

people frequently struggle with glory and service. 

 

On Wednesday we will hear that Jesus has gathered His disciples for the 

Passover, and yet, as He looks over the room, He witnesses division and 

strife. The disciples are broken apart by arguments over greatness and glory.  

Into this place of broken discipleship, Jesus brings the wholeness of 

salvation. His body and blood, His betrayal and death, transform the Upper 

Room from a place of strife over glory to a place of glorious service. 

 

Please join us for Lenten midweek services this Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. 

and 7:00 p.m.  Our theme will be “The Upper Room: A Place of Service,” 

based on Luke 22:14-38. 

mailto:stmatthewmilan@gmail.com


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Sunday School— The Baptism of Jesus 

High School Bible Study—Revelation 

Adult Bible Study—The Book of First Timothy 

DINING TOUR COUPON BOOKS ARE HERE! 
St. Matthew Youth Ministry is selling Dining Tour Coupon books 

again this year.  In the books are over 200, two-for-one coupons 

that can be used at local restaurants.  The cost of the books are 

$35.00 and the Youth Group gets to keep $10.00.  The books are 

good until Nov. 2016. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“The Baptism of Jesus” is the Bible story taught in Sunday School 

today. God sent the Holy Spirit at Jesus’ Baptism, announcing that 

Jesus was God’s Son. At our Baptism, God makes us His children 

through the work of the Holy Spirit. Let your children tell you the 

dramatic events of this story.  

THANK YOU 

 We would like to thank whoever put together the welcome bag with the 

delicious bread, candy, cocoa, pens, and literature.  It was a very 

thoughtful way to welcome us back to St. Matthew, and it is most 

appreciated. All our best, Bona and Mark Hilton 

 To the Adult Choir for offering special music at Sunday’s 10:30 Service. 

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
St. Matthew, along with other congregations in the Quad Cities 

area, is participating in the annual Baby Bottle Drive, sponsored 

by Pregnancy Resources of the Quad Cities.  Pick up an empty 

baby bottle in the hallway outside the sanctuary and fill it with 

coins and cash over the coming weeks to benefit Pregnancy 

Resources, whose mission is to provide life-affirming Biblically-

based resources to encourage informed decisions regarding 

pregnancy and premarital sexual abstinence.  Plan to return the 

bottles to church by Sunday, February 28. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
The Mission Project for Sunday School  will be paper products and 

personal products for the food pantry.  Any money collected will be 

used to buy food.  The collection will take place throughout the 

Lenten season. 

LENTEN MEALS 
Plan on joining us for a meal and great fellowship following our 11:00am 

services and before our 7:00pm Wednesday Lenten services.   Supper is served 

beginning at 6:00pm.  You can also help by donating food for the meal by 

seeing Greg. 

NEEDED:  VOLUNTEERS TO SCHEDULE USHERS 
The Board of Lay Assistants is looking for a volunteer or a 

group of volunteers (men or women) to schedule ushers for 

weekend worship services.  A list of ushers and their contact 

information will be provided as well as any desired training.  If 

you are interested in assisting, please contact Pastor or the 

church office. 

SOUP NEEDED 
If you would like to share a soup on Wednesday evening please let Greg 

know.  (309-236-8826)   

LENTEN SUPPERS 
Lenten Suppers The Youth Group is hosting the Wednesday Lenten suppers. 

If you, a group of friends or an organization would like to provide a meal on a 

Wednesday let Greg know (309-236-8826).  The Youth Group will help serve, 

clean-up and help as needed.  Contact Greg Mueller-DCE 309-236-8826 if you 

have any questions. 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE EVENTS 
Mark Your Calendars for Trivia, Friday March 4 

Everyone is invited for a family-friendly night of Trivia that will support 

Youth Ministry at St Matthew.  Doors open at 6:00pm with walking tacos 

available.  Trivia will start around 6:30pm.  Bring a table of 8, or just come 

and we will place you at a table. 
 

Mark Your Calendars:  Bowling for Everyone! 

Sunday Feb. 28 everyone is invited for 90 minutes of bowling and fun.  

Congregational Life and Youth & Education is hosting this event at Milan 

Bowl on Sunday Feb. 28, 2:00pm to 3:30pm.  Due to a generous donation the 

cost will be free or very low for shoes and 90 minutes of bowling. Families, 

students and adults of all ages are invited.  Please sign up on the Youth 

bulletin board (across from Kitchen) so we reserve enough lanes. 



 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Lay  
Assistant 

Jason Gorski Jim Barrows Dean Young 

Ushers Mark Nelsen 

Terry Oetting 

Mark Amacher 

Bryan Radtke 

Tom Krahl 

Mardy Davis  

Joyce Davis 

Fern Tucker 

Organist Katie Cobert Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acolytes Mathilde Bodenbender-Benner 

Peter Bodenbender-Benner 

Emma Slattery 

Lauren Slattery 

Madison McVay 

Greeters Jim & Bonnie Dunn   

Altar Guild:    Kris Christopher, Shaila Christopher, Eileen Leonard 

Flowers:           Kenny & Regina Hoffman Celebrating their “52” Anniversary on 2/16 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, February 13 5:30 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, February 14 
First Sunday in Lent 
 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m.  

10:30 a.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service  

Monday, February 15 

 

8:30 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

Classical Conversations 

Choir 

Tuesday, February 16 9:00 a.m. Pastor’s Bible Study-Places of the Passion 

Wednesday, February 17 11:00 a.m. 

 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Lenten Midday Service 

(lunch following) 

Setup for Lenten Supper 

Lenten Supper 

Lenten Evening Prayer Service 

Thursday, February 18 9:30 a.m. Creative Crafters 

Friday, February 19  

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletins Assembled 

Saturday, February 20 5:30 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, February 21 
Second Sunday in Lent 
 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m.  

10:30 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service  

Youth CONNECT 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“Lincoln recognized that we could not survive as a free land when some men 

could decide that others were not fit to be free and should be slaves ... Likewise, 

we cannot survive as a free nation when some men decide that others are not fit 

to live and should be abandoned to abortion.” President Ronald Reagan in 

“Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation,” The Human Life Review, 1983 – A 

Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Luke 4:8  And Jesus answered him, “It is written, . .  .” Isn't it interesting that 

Jesus does not defeat Satan with His power as God, but rather by His perfect 

obedience in His perfect humanity? Jesus defeats Satan not by miracles, but by 

quoting the Scriptures and living according to it. This should cause us great joy 

for two reasons. First, because we see Jesus win the victory for us. Second, 

because here Jesus shows us how to stand in that victory: on the Word of God 

alone. Let us build our lives on the sure rock of this Word!  

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
Satan’s temptations of Jesus (Luke 4:1-13) reveal his main tactic—make that 

which is bad look good. These days he spends much time making death look 

good: Abortion is good and the way out of a difficult situation; assisted suicide is 

good and the way to relieve suffering. But death is not good! It is the wages of 

sin! It is our enemy. But just as Jesus defeated Satan, so He has defeated death. 

We can trust and live in His victory. Prayer: Jesus, may Your Word be ever on 

our hearts and lips that we might resist the snare of the devil. Amen.  

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS, INFORMATION 
& TRUTH...Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 

Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  This week's 

topics include: Cohabitation, The Temptation of Jesus, Christianity & the Arts, 

The Movie "Hail, Caesar!, The Apostle Matthias and more.  You can listen it live 

weekdays from 3-5pm, or whenever you want, at www.issuesetc.org and on the 

Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE OUR E-MEMOS 
We have discontinued the printing and mailing of the monthly Memo newsletter.  

Our main form of print communication will be the weekly bulletin.  In place of 

the printed Memo we now have E-Memos, which will be distributed via e-mail.  

You may begin receiving E-Memos by signing up for them through our 

congregation website.  Even though the church office may have your e-mail 

address, you will not automatically receive the E-Memos…you must sign up 

through our website.  To receive E-Memos….  

 Go to the homepage of our congregation’s website  

       (www.stmatthewmilan.org) 

 Click on the box “Click here to sign up for our E-Memos” 

 Follow the directions to sign up for the various e-mail 

communications of your choice 



 

 

CARD SHOP OPEN 
The St. Matthew Women in Mission card shop is now open.  Cards 

are in the hallway by the office.  Payment envelopes are available on 

the stand. 

ALTAR DUTY 
We are looking for ladies to sign up for altar duty for the months of 

April, May, and June.  You can sign up for the whole month or just 

one week.  You do not need to be a member of the LWML.  There 

is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  If you have questions, 

contact Vicki Lude at 309-738-3953 or Mary Donegan at 309-781-

2632. 

CREATIVE CRAFTERS 
This year Creative Crafters will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each 

month.  Creative Crafters will meet Thursday, Feb.18 at 9:30am.  All 

are welcome.  Please bring a sack lunch.   

LWML NEWS 

Women and Girls of St Matthew:  Winter is a good time to sew.  We 

have plenty of T-shirts to make diapers for Haiti and we have nearly 

20 quilt tops to make into quilts…Your help would be a blessing to 

lots of needy people!  Want to get started?  Talk to any LWML gal 

or call Nancy Mueller 309-795-1251 or email 

nmueller@derbyworks.net.  
 

Also, the annual Spring Luncheon could use some fresh 

ideas.  Interested in brainstorming and being involved in planning 

this event?  Let us know.  We will give you hugs! 

MILAN CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY NEEDS… 
St. Matthew is once again participating in the Easter Food Basket 

give away at the Milan Christian Food Pantry.  Fifty families will 

receive all the fixings for an Easter meal.  St. Matthew will be 

collecting large cans of sweet potatoes.  We also hope to collect 

brightly colored or Easter themed dish cloths or towels to put in the 

baskets.  Put your contributions in the cart in the North entryway.  

Thank you for supporting the Milan Christian Food Pantry.      

(Please have the items in by March 6. )  

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL SUGGESTIONS 

 Use the Lenten devotional booklet entitled Places of the Passion, 

which ties in with our weekend sermon theme in Lent, and is available on 

the Welcome Center table.  Also available on the Welcome Center table is 

a devotion booklet from Lutheran Indian Ministries. 

 Use the devotion booklet Portals of Prayer. 

 Lutheran Hour Ministries has Lenten devotions available online at 

www.lentendevotions.net where you can sign up to receive a daily Lenten 

devotion via e-mail.  A link to this Web site is on the “Devotions” page on 

our church website (www.StMatthewMilan.org) 

 Those who own the book Treasury of Daily Prayer (available for $40 

through the church office) can continue with their readings from this year-

round resource.  Remember to switch to the readings for the Lenten 

season toward the beginning of the book. 

 Today’s Light subscribers can continue in their readings from this 

year-round resource.  To subscribe, a link is available on the “Devotions” 

page on our church Web site. 

 Use one of the schedules under “Readings for the Week” in the 

weekly bulletin insert St. Matthew at Prayer. 

 This year, most of our Gospel readings in worship come from the 

book of Luke.  One idea would be to read the entire book of Luke for the 

Lenten season. 
ABOVE ALL… Use whatever works for you… the main thing is to be fed 

by the Word of God.  

NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR CONCERT IN PEORIA  
Join the National Lutheran Choir on Friday, February 19 at 7:00 p.m. for 

a unique blend of choral music, spoken reflections and congregational 

hymnody.  Experience the artistry of the National Lutheran Choir as they 

perform songs of faith, and join together in singing well-know and 

perhaps new hymns with the choir!  This special concert will feature 

works by James Miller, Moses Hogan, Andrea Thomas, as well as 

Stanford and Cherwien.  The concert will be held at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, 135 NE Randolph Avenue Peoria, IL  61606. 
 

The National Lutheran Choir, under the direction of Dr. David Cherwien, 

seeks to strengthen, renew and preserve the heritage of sacred choral 

music through the highest standards of performance and literature.  To 

learn more abou the choir, visit www.NLCA.com, on facebook and 

twitter @NLChoir, and on YouTube. 
 

The concert is free.  A free-will offering will be taken to offset the choir’s 

expenses. 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?userinfo=f7e66a370c03bd62de6b749939d196fb&count=1453816202&cf=spl&randid=1326008058#


 

 

WOODCUTTERS RETREAT - Feb. 26-28 
Each year Camp CILCA (our District camp north of Springfield) has 

a retreat when men can gather to clear out some fallen trees and 

prepare firewood for the coming camping season and be 

strengthened in their walk with the Lord.  Come join us on Friday 

night (after 6:30 pm) or even just for Saturday.  We will be staying 

in the Retreat Center.  The suggested donation is $25 for housing, 

meals, and snacks.  We begin with registration on Friday night at 

7:00 pm and conclude at 11 am on Sunday morning.  Please call and 

let us know if you will be coming so we can plan meals. (Call Pastor 

Dave 217-691-1252 or email at pastordave@bueltmann.org ). 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Sunday Feb. 21, 5:00pm to 7:00pm we are having 

Youth Group activities for Jr. and Sr. Youth. The Jr. 

Youth (4-6 grades) will have games while the Sr. 

Youth (7-12 grades) is having their study.  Then we 

will break for supper (pizza) and after we eat, the 

groups will switch, Jr. Youth will have a study and the 

Sr. Youth will have recreation. 

 

Bowling for Everyone! 

Mark your calendar for Sunday Feb 28, 2:00-3:30pm for bowling at 

Milan Bowl.  Due to a generous donation the cost will be free or 

very low for shoes and 90 minutes of bowling. Families, students 

and adults of all ages are invited.  Please sign up on the Youth 

bulletin board (across from Kitchen) so we reserve enough lanes. 

 

Trivia Night 

Friday, March 4 we will be hosting a Trivia night and you can earn 

credit for your youth account.  For everyone who comes because of 

you, you will get credit for them in your youth account.  Also if you 

bring a basket for the silent auction you will get whatever it brings 

as credit in your youth account. 

 

REDISCOVER THE ONE YOU LOVE 
There will be a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend in Peoria, IL  

on April 1-3, 2016.  Apply now at GodLovesMarriage.org or contact 

Norm and Deb Lopez at ndlopez@frontiernet.net or 815-796-2248 

for more information.  Pre-registration is required—don’t miss out!  

Registration deadline is March 11.  Registrations after that date will 

be on a space available basis. 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=00004HW0:001MiAZO00002muj&count=1454941921&randid=2074526411&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=2074526411#

