
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

Mr. Joel Chapman, RN, Parish Nurse 

  joelchapman1955@yahoo.com 

309.948.4652 (cell) 

If you need a large print bulletin or would 

like to use a hearing impaired device, 

please speak with an Usher or Lay 

Assistant. 

In reverence to God and as a courtesy to other worshipers, please 

silence your cell phone during worship. Thank you! 

The Mission of St. Matthew Lutheran Church is to  

LEARN, LIVE, and SHARE 

 the Gospel of  Jesus Christ. 

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are hospitalized.  

I am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray with you.  Most of 

the time the hospital informs us when a member is admitted.  However 

sometimes this has not happened, and I have been completely unaware of a 

hospitalization.  Please also let me know if you or someone you know desires for 

me to visit and bring the Lord’s Supper.  Please keep me informed of your 

circumstances, and I will be glad to minister to you in Christ’s name.   

– Pastor Michel 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT… Managing what the Lord has given us 

General Fund (Property, Office, Worship, Mission & Ministry, Staff) 

Received General Fund last week   $8,329.46 

Received Dedicated Funds last week   $2421.08 

Received Building Fund last week  $785.00 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Saturday Worship   5:30 p.m. 50 

Sunday Worship     8:00 a.m. 72 

Sunday Worship   10:30 a.m.  53 

Total Weekend Attendance   175 

 

Lent Midweek  3/9 11:00 a.m.  32   

 7:00 p.m.  57 

 

Sunday School   19 

Adult Bible Study      32  



 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Lay Assistant  Al Nordstrom Dave Schroeder 

Ushers Ken Gorski 

Mary Gorski 

Bill Leonard 

Bryan Radtke 

Paul Aguirre 

Nick Bull 

TJ Martens 

Jeff Martens 

Organist Shirley Smith Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acolytes Claire Henniges 

Jack Henniges 

Emma Slattery 

Lauren Slattery 

Madison McVay 

Greeters Ron & Nancy Miller   

Altar Guild:    Kitty Dornbier and Fern Tucker 

Flowers:          Lee & Betty Tobin Celebrating their “56” Anniversary on 3/13 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, March 12 5:30 p.m. Divine Service  

Sunday, March 13 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m.  

10:30 a.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service  

Youth Bible Bowl 

Monday, March 14 

 

 

8:30 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

Pastor at PALS meeting in Springfield 

Classical Conversations 

Choir 

Tuesday, March 15  

9:00 a.m. 

Primary Election — Polling Place 

Pastor’s Bible Study-Meet in Sanctuary 

Wednesday, March 16 11:00 a.m. 

 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Lenten Midday Service 

(lunch following) 

Setup for Lenten Supper 

Lenten Supper  

Lenten Evening Prayer Service 

Thursday, March 17 9:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Creative Crafters 

Council 

Friday, March 18  

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletins Assembled 

Saturday, March 19 7:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

Men’s Network 

Divine Service  

Sunday, March 20 
Palm Sunday—Sunday of 

the Passion 
 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m.  

10:30 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service  

Jr. & Sr. Youth Group 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“While human history is in flux and certain seasons have yet to be fulfilled 

(e.g., Divine Judgment), in the life of the Church there is no season or hour in 

which Christ is not worshiped as Lord. The eternal penetrates the temporal. 

‘Pray without ceasing’ (1 Thessalonians 5:17).” James M. Kushiner, The 

Fellowship of St. James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Luke 20:16 “He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to 

others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” The crowds were 

shocked at Jesus' parable because they took the grace of God for granted. They 

never thought that God would actually take “the vineyard” away from them. 

But we only have access to God by faith. And we can drive faith and the Holy 

Spirit away. That is the warning of the parable. The Lord has graciously given 

us His Kingdom – let us not take it for granted, but instead respond with 

humble thanksgiving! 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
The now-sainted Maggie Karner wrote towards the end of her battle with brain 

cancer, “I want my kids to know that Christ’s resurrection from that borrowed 

grave confirms that death could not hold Him, and it cannot hold me either—a 

baptized child of God.” The power of Christ’s resurrection (Philippians 3:10) is 

the only certain hope we have in the midst of our struggles with death and 

dying. Everything else is really just “rubbish” (3:8). Prayer: Risen Savior, help 

us live in the certain hope of our own resurrection. Amen.  

LENTEN MEALS 
Plan on joining us for a meal and great fellowship following our 11:00am 

services and before our 7:00pm Wednesday Lenten services.   Supper is served 

beginning at 6:00pm.  The Youth Group will help serve, clean-up and help as 

needed.   

HEY GUYS… JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST! 
The St. Matthew Men’s Network invites all men of the congregation to 

breakfast Saturday, March 19 at 7:00 am.  As we enjoy a hot breakfast we 

will continue discussing our current  

topic: “A Man Named Martin.”  This study looks at the life of Martin Luther—

a monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp of God's justification of sinners through 

faith in the Savior was the cornerstone of the Reformation. 
 

We meet from 7:00 to 8:15 a.m. at the church.  ALL GUYS, including youth 

who have been confirmed, are invited!  If you have any questions, contact 

Pastor Michel (787-4295 or pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Gathering Room for our current topic: 

The Pastoral Epistles (The Books of 1st & 2nd Timothy and Titus).   
 

The public ministry of the Gospel, or the Office of Holy Ministry, is God’s gift to the 

Church. In these three letters to two young pastors (Timothy & Titus), through the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul provides warning and encouragement, instruction 

and blessing to both the recipients and to us.  In this study you will learn: 

+ The destructive nature of false doctrine and the importance of pure teaching based 

on God’s Word; 

+ The importance of mutual love, service, and respect between pastors and their 

parishioners; 

+ The enduring order of God’s creation for men and women within the home and the 

Church. 
 

We meet in the Gathering Room at 9:15 a.m.  ALL ARE INVITED! 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
We meet from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. each Tuesday, and all are invited.  Our topic is 

“Places of the Passion.” This study ties in with our sermon series during Lent.  
 

Each portion of the series focuses on a different place in the Passion of our Lord and 

discovers in that place the gracious work of God. We will see how Jesus enters these 

physical places to bring about salvation and spiritual change. The most troubling places 

of our lives become the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits them.  
 

Through this study, you will be invited to see a stark contrast between the ways of sin, 

manifested in all the variety of human life, and the way of salvation, made known in the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. By listening closely to these texts, by 

meditating on the work of God revealed in and through them, we will learn to bring our 

sins to Jesus that He might save us with his powerful and passionate love. 
 

Join us this Tuesday, as we explore “The Trial: A Place of God’s Will”  (Luke 22:63—

23:25) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Group 
 

Butter Braids—Be sure to turn your forms in today to Greg, Brandi or slide the form 

under Greg’s door. 
 

Good Friday Service 

If you would like to help with the Good Friday service be sure to talk to Greg.  Also we 

will be practicing after Maundy Thursday service, March 24 around 8:00pm.  Then on 

Friday March 25 we will meet at 4:30 (or as soon as you can) for a run through and 

pizza.  The service begins at 7:00pm. 
 

Easter Breakfast 

We need your help to make our Easter Breakfast a success.  We will be meeting on 

Saturday March 26 at 8:00am to set-up and cook.  We will also need some food 

donations.  Talk to Greg for details. 



 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Sunday School— Jesus Teaches Us to Trust (Matthew 6:25-34) 

High School Bible Study—When you Died... 

Adult Bible Study—The Book of First Timothy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 In today’s Sunday School lesson, “Jesus Teaches Us to Trust,” we hear 

another portion of Jesus Sermon on the Mount. The theme? Do not worry! 

Talk with your children about how God has provided for them. List the 

blessings God gives your family in this life. Then talk about the eternal and 

spiritual blessings that God gives through His Son, Jesus. Ask your children, 

“What do you worry about? How has God answered that worry?”  

SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE OUR E-MEMOS 
In place of the printed Memo we now have E-Memos, which will be 

distributed via e-mail.  You may begin receiving E-Memos by signing up 

for them through our congregation website.  Even though the church office 

may have your e-mail address, you will not automatically receive the E-

Memos…you must sign up through our website.  To receive E-Memos….  

 Go to the homepage of our congregation’s website  

       (www.stmatthewmilan.org) 

 Click on the box “Click here to sign up for our E-Memos” 

 Follow the directions to sign up for the various e-mail 

communications of your choice 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
The Mission Project for Sunday School  will be paper products and personal 

products for the food pantry.  Any money collected will be used to buy 

food.  Last day to contribute is Sunday, April 3. 

READERS NEEDED FOR EASTER VIGIL 
The Easter Vigil is the first service of the Easter season and is probably the 

most unique service of the year.  It takes place the Saturday evening prior to 

Easter Sunday—Saturday, March 26 at 5:30 p.m.  One feature of this 

service is the set of extensive Scripture readings telling God’s salvation 

story in the Old Testament.  Anyone (youth or adult) who would like to 

assist with the readings for the Easter Vigil is invited to sign up on the sheet 

on bulletin board ‘B’ or contact Pastor Michel (309-269-4295 or 

pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 

THANK YOU 

 To the Adult Choir for offering special music at Sunday’s 10:30 

Service. 

 To all who contributed canned sweet potatoes and color towels to the 

Milan Christian Food Pantry.  You are making a difference.  It is a 

blessing to be part of such a giving congregation. 

SPRING FORWARD 
Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 a.m.  Be sure to 

move your clocks forward one hour before coming to church that day. 

NEEDED—VOLUNTEERS AT MILAN CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY 
St. Matthew could use more volunteers to work at the Milan Christian Food 

Pantry.  We work once every six weeks on Monday 9-11 am and Thursday 

3-6 pm.  We could also use people with trucks or SUV’s to pick up food at 

Riverbend Food Bank or to take cardboard to recycle.  Let Al  Nordstrom or 

Kitty Dornbier know if you would like to be a part of this wonderful 

blessing in our community. 

NOT RECEIVING E-MEMOS IN YOUR EMAIL? 
If you signed up to receive our E-Memos, particularly the one entitled “This 

Week at St. Matthew” and are not receiving them in your email inbox each 

Sunday evening, there is a chance that the messages are being routed into 

your junk/spam folder.  To ensure that the E-Memos arrive in your email 

inbox and not in your junk/spam folder, you may wish to add our church 

email address stmatthewmilan@gmail.com to your email contact list. 

BUTTER BRAIDS 
You can order Butter Braids pastries & cookies today by placing your order 

form in the offering plate, give to Greg or leave on the welcome table in the 

hallway.  Also a form can be found on line at www.stmatthewmilan.org.  

Please turn in today. 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
Make plans to add Easter Breakfast to your Easter celebration on March 27.  

Funds will be matched up to $500 by Thrivent to support Youth Ministry 

events.  Our menu will be scrambled eggs, egg casserole, fajita eggs, 

sausage, breakfast pastries and of course a few surprises.  If you would like 

to donate food items to help make the youth’s breakfast a large success 

check out the bulletin board in the church’s hallway or talk to Greg Mueller

-DCE. 

mailto:stmatthewmilan@gmail.com


 

 

CARD SHOP OPEN 
Spring is coming to the card shop.  Creative Crafters are making 

cards for Easter, Confirmation, Graduation, Mother’s Day and 

Father’s Day.  Let us know if you need something we don’t yet have 

available.  Thank you for your support.  

CREATIVE CRAFTERS 
This year Creative Crafters will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each 

month.  Creative Crafters will meet Thursday, March 17 at 

9:30am.  All are welcome.  Please bring a sack lunch.   

LWML NEWS 

LWML RI Zone lunch is at Miss Mamie’s on March 19.  Sign-up 

sheets are available or let Sandy Young or Nancy Mueller know you 

are coming.  Information is coming on the April  22-23 District 

Convention in Jacksonville. 

LWML annual $10 fees are due in March and can be given to Mary 

Donegan.  Of the $10, $6 pays for your copy of the Lutheran 

Women’s Quarterly publication and $4 is for district operations 

including officers’ travel to rallies and conventions as speakers and 

support. 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL SUGGESTIONS 

 Use the Lenten devotional booklet entitled Places of the Passion, which ties 

in with our weekend sermon theme in Lent, and is available on the Welcome 

Center table.  Also available on the Welcome Center table is a devotion booklet 

from Lutheran Indian Ministries. 

 Use the devotion booklet Portals of Prayer. 

 Lutheran Hour Ministries has Lenten devotions available online at 

www.lentendevotions.net where you can sign up to receive a daily Lenten 

devotion via e-mail.  A link to this Web site is on the “Devotions” page on our 

church website (www.StMatthewMilan.org) 

 Those who own the book Treasury of Daily Prayer (available for $40 

through the church office) can continue with their readings from this year-round 

resource.  Remember to switch to the readings for the Lenten season toward the 

beginning of the book. 

 Today’s Light subscribers can continue in their readings from this year-

round resource.  To subscribe, a link is available on the “Devotions” page on our 

church Web site. 

 Use one of the schedules under “Readings for the Week” in the weekly 

bulletin insert St. Matthew at Prayer. 

 This year, most of our Gospel readings in worship come from the book of 

Luke.  One idea would be to read the entire book of Luke for the Lenten season. 
ABOVE ALL… Use whatever works for you… the main thing is to be fed by 

the Word of God.  

JOIN US FOR LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES 
Our Lord knows how changeable our wills are and how vast are the forces that 

fight against us as His people; therefore, He teaches us to pray, “Thy will be 

done.”  
 

As Luther explains in the Large Catechism, “Just as God’s name is holy in itself, 

and we still pray that it be holy among us, so also His kingdom comes of itself, 

without our prayer. Yet we still pray that it may come to us, that is, triumph 

among us and with us, so that we may be a part of those people among whom 

His name is hallowed and His kingdom prospers” (Part III, The Second Petition, 

p. 414). 
 

This Wednesday we meditate upon the trial of Jesus, seeing in this place the 

trials of the world that fight against God’s will and yet also seeing the work of 

God, bringing salvation to the world and making the place of trial a place of His 

eternal will.  
 

Please join us for Lenten midweek services this Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. Our theme will be “The Trial: A Place of God’s Will,” based on  

Luke 22:63—23:25. 

REDISCOVER THE ONE YOU LOVE 
There will be a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend in Peoria, IL  

on April 1-3, 2016.  Apply now at GodLovesMarriage.org or contact 

Norm and Deb Lopez at ndlopez@frontiernet.net or 815-796-2248 

for more information.  Pre-registration is required—don’t miss out!  

Registrations after March 11 will be on a space available basis. 

EASTER LILIES 
The Easter Lily sign up sheet is up.  The cost for each lily is $8.00.  

The chart will be taken down March 21.  Any questions contact 

Mary Donegan or Vicki Lude. 

MITES FOR MISSIONS:  
Consider a gift of Mites for Missions to help reach those who need 

to hear the Gospel message of our Risen Lord and Savior and 

experience Christian love. 
 

A Mite box is on the Women in Mission table or gifts can be labeled 

and put in the offering plate. 

MILAN CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY 
Watch for April Showers at the Milan Christian 

Food Pantry.  


