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YEAR IN REVIEW  
In late April of 2015 we traveled across the ocean to Hong Kong. Arriving with only 

our forty suitcases, and we proceeded to make flat 3 (which is actually the fourth 

floor) our new home. We began set up our flat by purchasing used items off of expat 

lists (something like Craig’s list). Slowly we filled our new home with beds, a dining 

room table, dishes, bookcases, etc..  

Gradually we became adjusted to this lifestyle included learning how to use the public 

transportation system (we do not own a vehicle); remembering to turn lights on by 

flipping the switches down instead of up; shopping after 10:00 am since many of the 

stores do not open until then; washing dishes by hand (no dishwasher); hanging all 

clothes to dry (no dryer); there are no electrical outlets in the bathrooms; but being 

spoiled with individual hot water heaters in all bathrooms and the kitchen.  

Two of the biggest changes for us are the amount of walking, and how we shop. One stop 

shopping has been replaced with shopping at a bazaar, with stops at numerous stores. We purchase household items in the 

household shop; stationary and pens at another store; hardware supplies from another vendor. The wet market, where 

groceries are bought, is full of booths also. We stop by the egg place, then stop by the fruit place, the vegetable place, the 

meat place, etc.. So many purchases from many different folks.  

The early months of our life involved visiting one of the thirty six 

different Lutheran Church Hong Kong Synod (LCHKS) church every 

weekend. Most of the time the entire service would be in Cantonese. 

We could recognize parts of the liturgy, mostly from the music. Since 

the liturgy is made up of God’s Word it connects us with our brothers 

and sisters in Asia and those around the throne of God in heaven.  

Eventually a joint effort between the LCMS and the LCHKS 

established a LCHKS church all in English. The hope is to reach and 

share the Good News of Jesus with all the English speaking people in 

the community. We gather weekly in the LCHKS Seminary Chapel 

for worship and Sunday School. Currently we have two Confirmation 
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classes (four students) and two baptisms on the near horizon.  

As a big family, it was only a matter of time before we would need medical care. The Kolb 

family has been blessed with finding wonderful doctors. Over the past year we have had 

the opportunity to try out three different hospitals. Kristie battled kidney stones requiring 

surgery twice. (She is doing much better now.) Katie and Christopher were 

both hospitalized at different times (also doing better). Jesse and Daniel 

checked out the ERs, one for stitches and the other a broken toe. The asthmatic 

family members continue to battle asthma; however, overall they are doing better than 

they were in the United States. Some allergy testing revealed previously unknown food 

allergies. We have now eliminated those foods.  

On the foreign language arena, we have learned a few Cantonese and Mandarin words and 

phrases; however, we have been learning quite a bit British English. Some words or 

phrases we hear often: queue up, lift, trolly, nappies, cot, rubbish bin, air con, take away, 

advice, flat, crisps, chips. (Meanings: queue up-line up, lift-elevator, trolly-cart or a suit 

case, nappies- diapers, cot-baby’s crib, rubbish bin-trash can, air con-air conditioning, take away- restaurant to go order, 

advice- sales receipt, flat-apartment, crisps-potato chips, chips-french fries). This year we are hoping to start taking some 

Mandarin classes.  

Thank you for your support, prayers and financial support over the past year. We are truly blessed and touched by the support 

we have received. In this past year my role serving to serve as Chaplain for forty five LCMS servants and their families. 

Serving as Chaplain has enabled me to travel to different countries including Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Macau, 

Philippines. As chaplain I provide support/care to fellow servants by sharing God’s Word offering house blessings, divine 

services, confirmations, and a baptism. Thank you for your continued support. This allows me to serve many others. This has 

a tremendously joy filled experience which has been a blessing to my family in so many ways.  

The Lord be with you,                                                                    

Pastor Kolb and Family 

Shelby 17, Katie 2, 

Daniel 12, Pastor, 

Matthew 7, Kristie, 

Jesse 5, Micah 13, 

Christopher 9, Mary 15

To support the LCMS through the  work of 
the Kolbs, you may call 1-800-433-3954 or 

to send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include 

Kolb-Asia in the memo line. Gifts can also 
be given securely online through the LCMS 

website, at www.lcms.org/kolb . 

To be added or removed from this mailing 
list, send a message to 

Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org   with the word 
ADD or REMOVE in the subject line, or  by 

mail: C L Way PO Box 793 Ankeny, IA 
50021 

Easter Sunday, Daniel and 
Christopher

Prayer Requests: ~ Jesse as he begins speech therapy             

~ Continued good health for the family
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