
 

September 21, 2016  

Dear Friends of Higher Things,  

It already seems like ages ago that our final youth conference of 2016 ended with the magnificent Reformation 
hymn, "A Mighty Fortress" (LSB 656). The excitement has faded, and pictures have long since been reviewed with 
friends and family on social media. Yet all that the youth have learned will stay with them for much longer.  

While Higher Things provides resources for Lutheran youth all year round, our summer conferences are where this 
learning happens most intensively. Each of the four days of a Higher Things conference immerses the attendees in 
Lutheran worship, doctrine, and plain old fun.  

During the four days of Higher Things this summer, 2,709 youth and their chaperones attended thirteen services, 
heard seven sermons, and sang 38 hymns. At each of the conferences, they also went to plenary sessions every day, 
and attended six breakout sessions on any of 181 topics. They played with animals at a petting zoo, bowled, chanted 
their hearts out, and chased a Vicar, They climbed rock walls, played archery tag, knocker ball, dodgeball, 
basketball, volleyball...and had great fun doing countless other activities each evening. But most importantly, they 
learned what it means to be a Lutheran: that everything that we believe, teach, confess, and do is about Christ and 
Him crucified.  

In the worship services, we reinforce what your churches are already doing at home by drawing from the rich 
traditions of our history, so we use the liturgies and hymns from the same Lutheran Service Book that is in your pew 
racks. Attending 3-4 services per day at a conference seems daunting at first, but it quickly becomes part of each 
day's natural rhythm and flow. Following a conference, many youth look forward to Advent and Lent, and especially 
Holy Week, because there will be more services to attend where they know they will hear God's Word proclaimed 
and receive the Lord's Supper.  

We also don't bring in big-name speakers from the national youth ministry circuit to lead the breakout sessions, but 
we believe that the best people to teach these Lutheran youth are the very pastors and other adult leaders the Lord 
has called to do just that. The main plenary speakers at our conferences are LCMS pastors who are particularly gifted 
at teaching youth. In fact, all of the LCMS pastors and adult leaders who attend conferences are invited to teach 
breakout sessions!  

But Higher Things conferences don't just "happen." Each season of conferences takes two years to plan from 
beginning to end. This year, 40 volunteers served on our seasonal conference staff and were assisted by an additional 
40 College Conference Volunteers (CCVs). 147 pastors and laity volunteered to teach breakout sessions, providing 
the youth with a total of 324 sessions to attend at this summer's three conferences! We only have one full-time 
employee, me, who oversees the volunteer staff and coordinates all the details for each conference. All of this time 
and service generously donated by dedicated volunteers keeps our conferences affordable, so youth can continue to 
attend year after year.  

To keep up with our amazing growth, next year, we will hold FOUR more conferences! June 27-30, 2017 at Trinity 
University, San Antonio, TX; July 4-7, 2017 at Mars Hill University in Mars Hill, NC; July 18-21, 2017 at Montana 
State University in Bozeman, MT; and July 25-28 at Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, IN. More details about 
these conferences were released after Labor Day, and registration will open on November 1.  

Thank you once again for all your support both now and in the future!  

In Christ,  
Sandra Ostapowich  
Conference Executive  
Higher Things, Inc.  
ostapowich@higherthings.org  
815.322.6332 

NOTE FROM PASTOR MICHEL:  
We plan to take a group from St. Matthew to the conference in 
Valparaiso, Indiana July 25-28, 2017. For more information, 
please contact me.


