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Confession and Absolution 

One of the blessings of being a chaplain is telling people they are 
forgiven. The entire reason Jesus came in the flesh was to pay the 
price for sin and to forgive sinners. The forgiveness He earned 
though His perfect life, death and resurrection, is meant to be 
shared. One of the ways forgiveness is offered is through private 
confession and absolution. One confesses their sins then as a 
called and ordained minister of the Word, I have the honor of 
speaking Christ’s forgiveness into their ears. As a chaplain, when 
visiting servants in the field, I offer confession and absolution to 
those desiring this gift from God. I hear their confession and give 
them the precious good news that their sins are forgiven, they are 
washed clean. As far as the east is from the west, so far does HE 
remove our transgressions from us (Psalms 103:12). 

The devil does not want us to be forgiven or find comfort in this 
assurance. He wants our sins to remain as a heavy burden upon us. 
The Devil wants to remind us of everything we have done wrong. 
Confession not a time of embarrassment or a place to be shamed. It 
is a time of having Jesus’ cleansing blood cover all our sins. Jesus 
forgives and washes us clean. Jesus wants to remove the burdens 
that sins’ weight which weighs us down. Jesus comes to set us free. 

In Christ, your sins are forgiven. What a blessing to say these words, and likewise what a blessing to 
hear these words and to truly be set free. Knowing that Christ no longer holds our sins against us 
because HE has taken them upon Himself; suffered and died for them all. This is truly the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.

This Good News of Jesus’ forgiveness is for you too. Private confession and absolution is available 
through your pastor. If there is a sin that is bothering you, the one that has troubled you for a while, 
you can go to your pastor and speak privately and confidentially into his ears. You 
will receive Jesus forgiveness spoken personally to you. Forgiveness given and 
delivered to you is the sweetest most pleasant sound knowing that in Christ 
Jesus your sins are forgiven. 
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven John 20:23  
    Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
    Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.
    As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine. 
                                            LSB 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be - Public Domain
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Rain, rain go away
Come again another day
This child’s rhyme is sung quite often in our 
household nowadays. Typhoon season (roughly 
from June through October) is coming to a close, 
but has brought heavy rains, strong winds, and in 
some areas flooding and damage. Typhoons 
bring rain…lots of rain. Hong Kong has three 
rainstorm signals.
Amber rain: rainfall of 30 mm (about 1.2 inches) 
in a hour. Bring an umbrella and watch for 
possible flooding.
Red rain:  rainfall of 50mm (about 2 inches in an 
hour) Go out only if really necessary and be 
careful.
Black rain: rainfall of 70mm (about 2.75 inches in 

an hour) everyone seeks shelter and stays put until the storm has 
passed.
     Hong Kong receives so 
much rain making it wise to 
bring an umbrellas whenever 
going out. Vending machines 
even sell umbrellas for those 
who get caught in the rain 
without one.
     Besides monitoring 
weather stations about 
weather conditions, dragons 
flies help forecast upcoming 
storms. These fascinating 
creatures will start swarming 
before a typhoon hits.
     While children in the states 
may pray for snow days, in 
Hong Kong it is for a Typhoon 
Day that cancels school. When an 
incoming typhoon reaches a level 8, 
Hong Kong becomes a ghost town. Everyone stays indoors. Street 
sounds of cars and pedestrians are replaced with howling winds and 
pelting rain. The hustle and bustle of city life ceases. After many wet 
and dreary days, our children enjoy a respite from cabin fever 
induced by rainy days and venture outside to play again.  
             Rain, rain go away Come again another day.
_____________________________________________________ 
Thank you for all of your loving support as we tell the Good News 
of Jesus Christ in Asia! Your continued prayers and financial 
support help keep me in the field. - Pastor Kolb (and family) 
   ______________________________________________
Prayer Requests 
-For the USA elections and results 
-Thanksgiving for Christopher's good health 
-For Kristie’s health
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To support the LCMS through 
the  work of the Kolbs, you may 
call 1-800-433-3954 or to send a 
tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
or LCMS. Include Kolb-Asia in the 
memo line. Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, at www.lcms.org/givenow/
kolb . 

To be added or removed from this 
mailing list, send a message to 
Peter.Kolb@lcmsintl.org   with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line, or  by mail: C L Way 
PO Box 793 Ankeny, IA 50021 

Please join us on Facebook               
Kolb Family Serving Asia 

Reformation Sunday School-Christopher, Matthew, Eva Maria, Matthias, Jesse and Ronan 

The kids love water!
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