
!! St. Matthew at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Devotion and Prayer for the week of 

The First Sunday in Advent 
November 27 through December 3, 2016 

U Be in the Word and in prayer… Every one, Every day.  We are the hands and feet of Christ! U	

An Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and speak as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  
Try to learn by heart the verse and the catechism of the week. 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life X everlasting.  Amen. 

Verse of the Week:  1 Peter 5:7-8 
[Cast] all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

Psalms:  Psalm 122 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below (Advent schedule) 
Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Morning 24 122 33 50 18:1-20 102 90 24 
Evening 25, 110 40, 67 85, 91 14, 16 62, 126 16, 130 72, 80 25, 110 

Hymn:  LSB 332 - Savior of the Nations, Come 

Reading:  Use a reading from one of the following resources, or from another resource. 
• Treasury of Daily Prayer 
• Portals of Prayer 
• Today’s Light 

The Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer - Second Petition & Third Petition 
What is the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 
 Thy kingdom come. 
What does this mean? 
 The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 
How does God’s kingdom come? 
 God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead 

godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 

What is the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
What does this mean? 
 The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 
How is God’s will done? 
 God's will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do 

not want us to hallow God's name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith 
until we die. This is His good and gracious will. 

PRAYERS 

Lord’s Prayer 

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



Daily Themes for Prayer 
 Sunday Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. ..............
 Monday Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for .............

the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good government and 
for peace. 

 Tuesday Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those .............
struggling with sin. 

 Wednesday Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according ........
to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods. 

 Thursday Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, DCE’s, deacons, deaconesses, and other church workers; for ...........
missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed sacrament of Christ’s 
body and blood. 

 Friday Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout ................
the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying. 

 Saturday Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for ............
receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word in worship and study on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as they 
prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

Prayers for others 

Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; 
and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me.  Amen. 

Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that 
You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

Looking forward to next Sunday:  Second Sunday in Advent – December 3 & 4, 2016 
Isaiah 11:1-10  Psalm 72:1-7  Romans 15:4-13   Matthew 3:1-12 

By the Preaching of Repentance, We Are Prepared for the Coming of the Lord 
“John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent’” (Matt. 3:1–2). His preaching of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins prepared people for the coming of Christ into the world. St. John’s work was historically complete with the 
incarnate advent of Jesus, but his vital ministry continues in preaching Law and Gospel. The Son of God has come in the flesh, “a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots” (Is. 11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of righteousness. His good tree 
of the cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10), by which He calls the nations to repentance. “With the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He slays the wicked and brings the dead to life, making sons of Abraham out of lifeless stones. 
So also the “root of Jesse” comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 15:12), that “we might have hope” and be 
filled “with all joy and peace in believing” (Rom. 15:4, 13). 

NEW / UPDATED requests this week 
Annie Inman, friend of Brandi Gale (recovering from surgery) 
Ryan Mueller (thanksgiving for successful removal of appendicitis) 
Darla Scholey, mother of Tam Newell (recovering from surgery; stage 4 cancer) 

Those who mourn - Family & friends of . . . 
Terry Hartley 

Other continuing requests 
Dixie Aguirre (recovering from surgery) 
Alan Bestian (recovering from burns) 
Cathy Farber, mother of Brian Farber (recovering) 
Amber Gale, wife of Aaron Gale (recovering from gallbladder surgery) 
Bernard Klauer, friend of Bill Burt (bone cancer) 
Terry Leonard, Leonard family relation (work-related issues) 
Scott Macomber, former member (cancer) 
Kylie Winkleman, great-granddaughter of Marlis Donner (recovering from broken leg) 
Ron Zmuda (searching for job in Quad Cities)


