
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 17 & 18, 2016 

 

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 
Today in Sunday School, the children will learn how “Joseph Feeds Egypt” during 

a great famine. Ask your children, “How do our sins cause suffering for both 

ourselves and others?” God sent His Son, Jesus, to save all humanity from sin, 

death, and the devil. Discuss the reality that in spite of how awful life seems, Jesus 

is with us through His Word and Sacraments, caring for us always. 

YOUTH MINISTRY (Grades 6-12) 
 

 Jr. and Sr. Youth – check with Greg on future events.  The Youth 

and Education Committee would like your input. 

 

Sunday, Dec 18 4:00-6:??  

We will meet at church for Christmas Caroling, fellowship and food.  

(We are  meeting in the Youth Room) Our plans are to visit some of 

St Matthew’s home bound.  After caroling we will return to church for supper. 

(At this time are thinking about ordering pizza.)  This event is open to everyone; 

families, singles, youth and anyone else who would like to make a joyful noise 

to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Questions contact Greg Mueller-DCE 309-236-8826.  

 

Fund Raiser:       Dining Coupon Books  
We are selling Dining Coupon Books which have two-for-one 

meals for area restaurants.  Cost is $35.00 and students get to 

add $10.00 per book in their student accounts to be used for 

any youth ministry trip or event.  

 

GIVING A GIFT CARD AS A GIFT? 
Don’t forget that St Matthew’s youth sells gift cards to most restaurants and stores.  

You pay the face value and the business gives back to the youth group a 

percentage.  Example, many restaurants give back 12% , so you pay $25.00 and get 

a $25.00 gift card and the youth group gets $3.00.  See Brandi Gale, Greg Mueller, 

or stop by the table to see the offerings. 

RED CHRISTMAS STOCKING COLLECTION 
We are collecting the red Christmas stockings for a Christmas gift for Missionary 

Alyssa Anders.  There will be a collection basket out in the hallway to put the 

stockings in. 

MEN'S RETREAT 
Camp CILCA's Men's Woodcutters Retreat will take place February 3-5, 

2017.  Bring your ax, log splitter, and Bible for a weekend of cutting up firewood 

and hearing the Word of God.  Men will stay in the Christian Growth Center.  The 

cost is $30 each.  To register go to www.cilca.org or call the camp office at 217-

487-7497.   

http://www.cilca.org/


 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Lay Assistant Dennis Ziegler Douglas Teggatz Mike Bickle 

Ushers Ken Gorski John Campbell Family Bryan Cobert 

Organist Sue Michel Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Greeters  Regina Hoffman Barb Miller 

Acolytes  Claire Henniges 

Jack Henniges 

Amanda Munson 

Jayla Upton 

Altar Guild:  Mary Donegan, Vicki Lude, Cindy Leonard 

 

Flowers:   Steve & Kathy Daack Celebrating Norah’s “4” Birthday 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, December 17 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, December 18 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

3-8 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Divine Service  

Adult Bible Study 

Sunday School 

Divine Service 

Huismans reserved gym & kitchen 

Caroling - “Everyone is Invited” 

Monday, December 19   

Tuesday, December 20   

Wednesday, December 21 11:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Advent Matins Service 

Advent Luncheon 

Advent Supper Set-up 

Advent Supper 

Advent Evening Prayer Service 

Thursday,  December 22   

Friday, December 23  

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletins Assembled 

Office Closes at 12:00 NOON 

Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Candlelight Service 

Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 25 
The Nativity of Our Lord— 

Christmas Day 

 

10:00 a.m. 

 

No 8:00am service 

Divine Service 

 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“As Christmas approaches, I’m reminded of another man more than 

2,000 years ago who also made a difficult choice about a mother and a 

baby. Joseph could have cut and run, but he didn’t. When men commit 

themselves to stand for life and for their families, they experience 

blessings far greater than wealth and fame.” Bradley Mattes, executive 

director of Life Issues Institute – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Matthew 1:21  “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins."” What our good works could 

never do, Jesus has done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our debt, 

set us free. How can we not give thanks to Him with lives of generosity 

and godliness? And so what God's Law could not do – truly motivate us 

to truly good works – Jesus' love has done! 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

 Had Mary and Joseph foreseen only unplanned pregnancy’s sufferings, 

they may have chosen death. Instead, God’s promises focused their faith 

on what goodness Jesus brings from impossible predicaments. He showed 

His self-sacrificing love in theirs and shared peace, meaning, healing, 

hope, and salvation with all humankind. Incarnate Love, redeem our 

mistakes and sanctify our misery. Amen.  

OLD THEOLOGY, NEW TECHNOLOGY… 
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken 

and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  You can 

listen on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the Lutheran Public Radio 

mobile app.  

USHERS NEEDED… 
If you would like to volunteer to usher for any of the weekend services 

please call Tom Krahl at 309-235-0790 and leave a message.   

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are 

hospitalized.  I am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray 

with you.  Most of the time the hospital informs us when a member is 

admitted.  However sometimes this has not happened, and I have been 

completely unaware of a hospitalization.  Please also let me know if you 

or someone you know desires for me to visit and bring the Lord’s Supper.  

Please keep me informed of your circumstances, and I will be glad to 

minister to you in Christ’s name.  – Pastor Michel 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001j6lAFNsSJJVsA3ET1iU8fCXBsAMVqgoLQxPGt3IQbhJZ9xvtHa5cdAPQa4fzkeYp4M45248xZGQtVCbLnFWHr3MFwXFl3QTqM76TEmkWsP1kHNhOxXa_c-Nu8CYaUG-XKu0VF2-eXxESNN99BYK2xQaWDY1I9us3K4t_zuBwgJI=&c=84FXbE4UIE4XOjqhSZUTilGuQO9HhfbBs2orUfWcG-Iz9hYeHs0GY


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

Sunday School—  Joseph’s Feeds Egypt (Genesis 40-41) 
 
 

High School Bible Study— Christmas, “The Real Story…” pt.3  
 

Adult Bible Study— Joseph: Carpenter of Steel 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 p.m.—12 Sunday School—17 

 Sun. 8:00 a.m.—51 Adult Bible Study—30 

 Sun. 10:30 a.m.—67 
 

Advent Worship  Dec. 14    11:00 a.m.—39 

                                           7:00 p.m.—59 
 

Children’s Christmas Program—65 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Please join us this Sunday, December 18 at 9:15 a.m. in the Gathering Room as we 

conclude our topic for the month of December: “Joseph: Carpenter of Steel.”  This 

study examines in rich and absorbing detail the fascinating life and times of Joseph, 

the foster-father of Jesus whom we encounter each year in the Christmas story.  

Video segments feature the Rev. Gregory Seltz, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, as 

he sheds light on one of the New Testament’s unsung heroes.  Adding historical 

perspective to this study is LCMS scholar and best-selling author Dr. Paul L. Maier. 
 

We will not meet next Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day). 
 

Make plans to join us in the new year, beginning Sunday, January 1 at 9:15 a.m., as 

we begin our new topic “On Christ: Many Creeds,” in which we will explore the 

teachings of various Christian denominations.  It’s easy to think that all Christians 

believe the same doctrine, but the differences are astounding.  Baptism, 

Communion, and free will are all examples of some of the major differences among 

Christian denominations.  In this study we will examine and compare the teachings 

of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and those of many other Christian 

denominations.  Our goal is that we would develop a deeper understanding of the 

similarities as well as the differences that exist between Christian denominations.  

All are invited! 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
This is the last weekend to sign up for poinsettias.  The list will be taken down on 

Monday.   The price is $8.00 each. You may pick up your poinsettias after service 

on December 25, 2016.   Any questions contact Vicki Lude at 309-738-3953 , 

Mary Donegan 309-781-2632, Cindy Leonard 309-738-7074. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING FUN – for EVERYONE! 
Sunday, Dec 18 4:00-6:?? We will meet at church for Christmas Caroling, 

fellowship and food.  (We are meeting in the Youth Room) Our plans are to visit 

some of St Matthew’s home bound.  After caroling we will return to church for 

supper. (At this time are thinking about ordering pizza.)  This event is open to 

everyone; families, singles, youth and anyone else who would like to make a joyful 

noise to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Questions contact Greg Mueller-DCE 309-236–

8826. 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY – NEW TOPIC UPCOMING! 
Pastor’s Tuesday morning Bible study is taking a break during the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  Make plans to join us when we resume Tuesday, January 3 as 

we take up the topic “Heaven and Hell.”  In this study we will uncover 

misunderstandings people have about life after death and explore the biblical truth 

about heaven and hell.  Topics include: 

 There Is a Heaven—Really! 

 Popular Misconceptions 

 Pictures of Heaven 

 That Other Place 

 Living for Heaven 

 Curiosity Questions about Heaven 

All are invited to join the study each Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. beginning January 3. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
At Sunday’s 10:30am service we welcome into our congregation through Adult 

Confirmation Alaina Carter and through Profession of Faith Erica Fisher.  Both 

Alaina and Erica recently completed Pastor’s “Lutheranism 101” study. God’s 

richest blessings in Christ to you, Alaina and Erica, and welcome to the St. Matthew 

family!  We pray that you would be continually nourished by Word and Sacrament 

for Christian faith and life. 

THANK YOU 
 To the Choir for offering special music at Sunday’s 10:30 Divine Service. 

 To the Sunday School Teachers and the Sunday School Children for 

presenting a beautiful program about the birth of Christ and the love God has 

for us.  Thank you also for all the people who braved the weather to come and 

see our children share God’s love.   

2016 CONTRIBUTIONS 
The following contributions may be included on your 2016 contribution statements: 

 Offerings placed in the offering plate by Sunday, Dec. 25 (our final worship 

services for 2016). 

 Offerings delivered to the church office in-person by 12:00 Noon  on Dec. 28. 

 Offerings mailed to the church postmarked by Dec. 27. 
 

Any contributions received after this will be included on your 2017 contribution 

statements. 



 

 

DINING TOUR COUPON BOOKS 
St. Matthew Youth Ministry is selling Dining Tour Coupon books again this year.  In 

the books are over 200, two-for-one coupons that can be used at local restaurants.  

The cost of the books are $35.00 and the youth group gets to keep $10.00.  The books 

are good until November 2017. 

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Midweek Advent Services   
 

 
 

Wednesday, December 21 

   Matins Service (with Christmas carol sing) .................................... 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service (with Christmas carol sing) .......................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 
 
 

Christmas Services 
 

Saturday, December 24  
   Christmas Eve Candlelight Services ................................................... 5:00 & 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 25 

   Christmas Day Divine Service (Communion) .................................. 10:00 am 
 

Saturday December 31 

 New Year’s Divine Service (Communion) ........................................ 5:30 pm 
 

Sunday, January 1 

    New Year’s Divine Service (Communion)…………………………….10:30 am 

  There is no 8:00am Service on January 1 

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICE—CAROL SING 
We gather for our final Advent midweek services this Wednesday, December 21 

at 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  In place of the sermon this Wednesday we will be 

singing Advent and Christmas carols of people’s choosing from Lutheran Service 

Book.  Pastor will then offer brief devotional thoughts on the carols selected.  Plan 

now to join our voices together in singing! 
   

Following the 11:00 a.m. service, all are invited to stay for lunch.  Prior to the 

7:00 p.m. service, all are invited to supper with serving beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

ADVENT SUPPER 
The youth will be serving supper (6:00pm-6:55) before our evening Advent 

Service this Wednesday, December 21.  Join us for supper and then join in our 

Advent worship at 7:00pm. 

  

Proceeds from the suppers will go help our youth attend youth events/gathering/

conferences.  You can help by joining us on Wednesday, by donating food/money 

for  suppers and/or sponsor an evening meal.  Contact Greg Mueller-DCE if you 

have any questions. 

YEAR 2017 ENVELOPES 
The 2017 offering envelopes are on the table in the hallway.   Pick yours up today.  If 

you do not have envelopes on the table and would like some, please sign the paper on 

the table.  Any questions call the church office at 787-4295. 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
The installation of all elected officers and board members of the congregation will 

take place at worship services the weekend of December 31 & January 1.  This 

includes those serving on the Church Council as well as those serving on the Board of 

Lay Assistants for Membership Care and the Board of Mission and Ministry 

(Congregational Life, Outreach, Youth /Education Committees). 

LADIES WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
The Ladies morning Bible study is taking a break during the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  Make plans to join us when we resume Wednesday, January 

4, at 9:30am as we take up the topic “Miracles, Mysteries and More.”  In this 

study we will explore the fascination people have with miracles, mysticism, near-

death experiences, and similar topics.  It will help you understand the mysteries of 

life from God’s perspective and live with certainty in an uncertain world.   Topics 

include: 

 Miracles 

 Mystical Experiences 

 Near-Death Experiences 

 Dreams 

 Demons 

 Angels 
 

All are invited to join the study each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  

PASTOR ON VACATION 
Pastor Michel will be on vacation Monday, December 26 through the morning of 

Saturday, December 31.  He will return in time for the Saturday evening service 

December 31.  If any emergency arises that week needing pastoral care please 

call the church office. 



 

 

2016—2017 SNOW SHOVELING 
It’s that time of year again.  If you can help with the snow removal for St. 

Matthew, please sign the sheet on the St. Matthew bulletin board.  You would be 

responsible for a week period from Monday thru Sunday.  The more people who 

sign up, the less times each person will have to shovel.  You will be shoveling the 

sidewalks in front and back.  If you have any questions, please call Jerry Donegan 

at 781-2213. 

FLU SEASON 
As flu season begins, Pastor Michel and the Board of Lay Assistants for 

Membership Care encourage everyone to keep the following in mind… 

+ Gathering in worship, studying God’s Word, receiving the Lord’s 

Supper, and sharing the peace of our forgiveness in Christ all are 

appropriate for God’s people to do in any season.  Fear is one tactic that 

Satan loves to use in discouraging Christians from engaging in these 

activities.  We remember that in worship God promises great blessings, 

not a curse. 

+ Immediately prior to preparing and distributing the Lord’s Supper, 

Pastor and Lay Assistants use alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

+ During distribution of the Lord’s Supper, the chalice (common cup) is 

wiped by Pastor with a purificator (white cloth) moistened with 

Everclear (which is 95% grain alcohol).  In fact, it is well documented 

that receiving the Lord’s blood through the chalice may be more 

“sanitary” than through the individual cups, the rims of which are 

touched by several sets of hands. 

+ During the Sharing of the Peace, please do not feel obligated to shake 

hands with others.  If you wish, you may simply say, “Peace be with 

you.” 

+ Please do not feel obligated to shake hands with Pastor following the 

service.  He will not be offended if you choose not to do so. 

+ Alcohol-based hand sanitizer is available at the Welcome Table in the 

hallway for all to use.  Also, there are containers of hand sanitizer in 

each of the Sunday School classrooms. 

+ If you are sick or your children are sick, please stay home.  We will 

pray for you and look forward to seeing you in the Lord’s house when 

you are well. 

NO BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS DECEMBER 24 & 25 
No bulletin announcements will be printed for services on December 24 & 25.  

Only the white worship folder will be printed and distributed at these services.  

The St. Matthew at Prayer sheet and poinsettia chart will be available on the 

hallway table.   The entire bulletin will be printed for services the weekend of 

December 31 and January 1. 


