
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 
Today in Sunday School, the lesson recalls the account of “Moses and the Burning 

Bush.” Just as God had Moses remove the sandals from his feet, God in Christ 

removes our sins from us, making us fit to approach God and stand in His 

presence. Discuss, “Who makes us holy before God? What did Moses have to do, 

and why, in order to be in God’s presence?” 

YOUTH MINISTRY (Grades 6-12) 
 

Jr and St Youth – check with Greg on future events.  The Youth and 

Education Committee would like your input. 

 

CONNECT II 

Plan on joining us on Sunday, January 15,  from 4:00-6:00 we are 

meeting at Leah Dodd’s home at 13114 92nd Ave Coal Valley. ( If you would 

like a ride meet at church at 3:30 and let Pastor or Greg know)  This is an 

attempt on having an intergenerational event,  which means students, parents 

and “youthful” adults are all welcome to come.  We will spend part of the time 

as a whole group and then split up in groups.  Pastor will be taking the Jr High/

Confirmation age (parents are welcome to join their students if they want) and I 

will be working with the High School and other adults.  This is a new approach 

for us at St Matthew so we are a “work in progress”.  At this time we are 

planning on meeting once  month.  Please join in as we grow in our faith, 

families and friends. - Greg 

 

Fund Raiser:       Dining Coupon Books  
We are selling Dining Coupon Books which have two for one meals for area 

restaurants.  Cost is $35.00 and students get to add $10.00 per book in their 

student accounts to be used for any youth ministry trip or event.  

 

GIVING A GIFT CARD AS A GIFT? 
Don’t forget that St Matthew’s youth sells gift cards to most restaurants and stores.  

You pay the face value and the business gives back to the youth group a 

percentage.  Example, many restaurants give back 12% , so you pay $25.00 and get 

a $25.00 gift card and the youth group gets $3.00.  See Brandi Gale, Greg Mueller, 

or stop by the table to see the offerings. 

MEN'S RETREAT 
Camp CILCA's Men's Woodcutters Retreat will take place February 3-5, 

2017.  Bring your ax, log splitter, and Bible for a weekend of cutting up firewood 

and hearing the Word of God.  Men will stay in the Christian Growth Center.  The 

cost is $30 each.  To register go to www.cilca.org or call the camp office at 217-

487-7497.   

http://www.cilca.org/


 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m 

Lay Assistant    

Ushers Ken Gorski Kelly Stevens 

Jeff Martens 

Nick Bull 

Eisen Stroup 

Dave Appelquist 

Tom Krahl 

Jonathan Michel 

Bryan Radtke 

Organist Sue Michel Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acholyte  Lillian Cobert 

Rebekah Michel 

Livia Dodd 

Jayla Upton 

Altar Guild:  Sherry and Erin Teggatz 

 

Flowers:   Janet Meeks in Memory of Rod 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, January 7 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, January 8  

The Baptism of Our Lord— 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service 

Monday, January 9 8:30 a.m. Classical Conversations 

Pastor at PALS meeting in Springfield 

Tuesday, January 10 9:00 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Choir 

Wednesday, January 11 8:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Confirmation 

Lutheranism 101 

Ladies Bible Study 

Confirmation 

Thursday,  January 12   

Friday, January 13  

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletins Assembled 

Saturday, January 14 
 

5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Pick up your Baby Bottle 

Sunday, January 15 

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service 

CONNECT II 

Pick up your Baby Bottle 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
 “So microscopic zygotes and embryos may not resemble adult human 

beings. They may not yet carry out any recognizably human activities. 

Nevertheless, scientific observations define them as nothing other than 

human lives, worthy of the same respect the Scriptures assign us all. They 

look and act exactly like a human being ought to in these beginning 

stages of her growth.” Rev. Michael W. Salemink, executive director of 

Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Matthew 3:15  But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” The reason God sent His Son 

into the world is to fulfill all righteousness for us, to do what we could not 

do. So here Jesus plunges Himself into our sins and soaks them up in His 

baptism, so that in our baptism we might be cleansed and renewed. The 

whole of Jesus’ life, everything He did and said, was one great offering to 

the Father in our stead to fulfill all righteousness for us. 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
Our Creator’s kindness declares even lives impaired by frailty (Isaiah 

42:3) or compromised by failure (Matthew 3:5-6) to be precious. He who 

has given each one breath (Isaiah 42:5) assures them in Christ Jesus, 

“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights” (Isaiah 42:1), and “This is my beloved [child], with whom I am 

well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Their mistakes and mortality do not define 

them (Romans 6:4, 11). Heavenly Father, order our minds and our lives 

according to Your forgiveness. Amen.  

CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR THE CONFESSIONAL 
LUTHERAN… 
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 

Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's 

topics include: The Epiphany Season, The Alt-Left, Christianity & 

Climate Change, Biblical Archeology, Contemporary American Culture 

& Gnosticism, Jesus Heals Many and more.  You can listen to what you 

want when you want at www.issuesetc.org and on the Lutheran Public 

Radio mobile app.  

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are 

hospitalized.  I am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray 

with you.  Most of the time the hospital informs us when a member is 

admitted.  However sometimes this has not happened, and I have been 

completely unaware of a hospitalization.  Please also let me know if you 

or someone you know desires for me to visit and bring the Lord’s Supper.  

Please keep me informed of your circumstances, and I will be glad to 

minister to you in Christ’s name.  – Pastor Michel 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kMmX2bCEneEEzOdxwWfIr0nAMLsC9E6LFfRLU6c5_wBTXzk0JEtENFtsnubwYXByRoCU_Id_F8IhCrPjZQhfuFhX0NdhAOmuUtj_F67pUJxPEXrluHFeHEUgBRoU5Lp7bA83ouFfiWca-SD0tkLl04swe7OMhEmTEuyJFu1o-Po=&c=TbYA4ixXtDutOVwvlfM1dWC8jawiPmuAFN5cxrPdI3BEdvCwFSpNh


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

Sunday School—  Moses and the Burning Bush 
 
 

High School Bible Study— TBA  
 

Adult Bible Study—One Christ: Many Creeds 

USHERS NEEDED… 
If you would like to volunteer to usher for any of the weekend services 

please call Tom Krahl at 309-235-0790 and leave a message.   

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY—NEW TOPIC! 
This Sunday, January 8 we begin our new topic: “One Christ: Many 

Creeds,” in which we will explore the teachings of various Christian 

denominations.  It’s easy to think that all Christians believe the same 

doctrine, but the differences are astounding.  Baptism, Communion, and 

free will are all examples of some of the major differences among 

Christian denominations.  In this study we will examine and compare the 

teachings of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and those of many 

other Christian denominations.  Our goal is that we would develop a 

deeper understanding of the similarities as well as the differences that 

exist between Christian denominations.  All are invited! 

YEAR 2017 ENVELOPES 
The 2017 offering envelopes are on the table in the hallway.   Pick yours up today.  

If you do not have envelopes on the table and would like some, please sign the paper 

on the table.  Any questions call the church office at 787-4295. 

THANK YOU 
 A big Thank You to those who helped take down the Christmas decorations.  

Thank you to Al Nordstrom, Joyce Eberhart, Mark Nelsen, Nancy Mueller, Don 

Mueller, Vicki Lude, Judy Phillips, Mary Donegan and Jerry Donegan.  Thank 

you for a job well done. 

 

 St. Matthew is abundantly blessed with musicians who willingly share their 

musical talents in our worship services to the glory of God. We give special 

thanks to the following people for the beautiful way that their music enhanced 

our Christmas worship services:   

 The St Matthew Adult Choir,  
 

 The ladies vocal ensemble- Karlene Campbell, Amy Hunt, Vicki Lude,   

Hollyne Wagner. Linda Tobin,  
 

 Vocal Soloists- Allyson Martens, Rebekah Michel, Linda Tobin, Sandy 

Young  
 

 Instrumentalists- Josh Eberts, Maddy Hunt, Jonathan Michel, Joshua 

Teggatz. 

MEN’S NETWORK 
Hey guys, plan to join us for our next Men’s Network breakfast at church 

on Saturday, January 28 at 8:00 a.m.  Come join us for a hot breakfast 

and topic to be announced later.  ALL GUYS are invited, including youth 

who have been confirmed. 

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
St. Matthew, along with other congregations in the Quad Cities area, is 

participating in the annual Baby Bottle Drive, sponsored by Pregnancy 

Resources of the Quad Cities.  At services the weekend of January 14 & 

15 we will make available empty baby bottles (provided by Pregnancy 

Resources) in which we place coins and cash over the coming weeks to 

benefit Pregnancy Resources, whose mission is to provide life-affirming 

Biblically-based resources to encourage informed decisions regarding 

pregnancy and premarital sexual abstinence. 

CHILI COOK OFF 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 29 for St Matthew’s second chili cook.  

We are looking for people to share their chili and of course folks to come and 

sample.  There is no cost, just a great time of fellowship and chili tasting.  

  

If you would like to share your favorite chili please sign up in the hallway.  Don’t 

forget, Sunday, January 29, 4:00-6:00 St Matthew’s second annual chili cook off. 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 p.m.—52 Sunday School—6 

 Sun. 10:30 a.m.—86 Adult Bible Study—20 



 

 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY – NEW TOPIC! 
Join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. as we explore the topic 

“Heaven and Hell.”  In this study our goal is to uncover 

misunderstandings people have about life after death and explore the 

biblical truth about heaven and hell.  Topics include: 

 There Is a Heaven—Really! 

 Popular Misconceptions 

 Pictures of Heaven 

 That Other Place 

 Living for Heaven 

 Curiosity Questions about Heaven 

All are invited to join the study each Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. 

LADIES WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
The Ladies morning Bible study is Wednesdays, at 9:30am and we are 

studying the topic “Miracles, Mysteries and More.”  In this study we 

will explore the fascination people have with miracles, mysticism, near

-death experiences, and similar topics.  It will help you understand the 

mysteries of life from God’s perspective and live with certainty in an 

uncertain world.   Topics include: 

 Miracles 

 Mystical Experiences 

 Near-Death Experiences 

 Dreams 

 Demons 

 Angels 
 

All are invited to join the study each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  

“LUTHERANISM 101” 
“Lutheranism 101… It’s Not a Class… It’s Life with Jesus.”  This 

is the title of Pastor’s adult study exploring God’s Word and our 

teachings and beliefs as Lutheran Christians.  This season we are 

meeting Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
 

We explore the main teachings of the Bible and how they form the 

basis of our Lutheran doctrine.  Invited are all members of our 

congregation to “refresh” our understanding of our Lutheran doctrine 

so that we can be equipped to know and share the Gospel.  Also invited 

are those who have no church home or are looking for a new church 

home.  At the end of the study, those who wish to do so may become 

members of St. Matthew.  But… no one is under any obligation to join!  

No one is ever put on the spot in this study to speak or answer 

questions or take any test. 
 

If you are interested, have questions, or know of anyone who would 

like to participate in the study, please contact Pastor Michel (309-269-

4295, pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 

THE BEARS ARE NOT GOING TO THE SUPER BOWL… 
…and neither are Pastor’s Broncos.  But we can still make a difference 

in Christ’s name on Super Bowl Sunday.  Our congregation can help 

people in need by being part of “The SOUPer Bowl of Caring” on 

the weekend of February 4 & 5 (Super Bowl Sunday is February 5).   

 

As part of this “SOUPer Bowl” team, we are asking everyone, as you 

leave worship that weekend, to make a special donation of $1 (or 

more, if you’d like) to the Milan Christian Assistance Fund, which 

seeks to provide assistance with utilities, prescriptions, baby formula, 

and job-seeking transportation needs to those living in Milan and/or 

the Blackhawk Township.  Note that in your 2017 offering envelope 

box is a special envelope for the Souper Bowl of Caring. 
 

Also…everyone is asked to bring to church the weekend of February 4 

& 5 an item for the Milan Christian Food Pantry.  Suggested items 

include:  shampoo, dish soap, toilet paper, laundry detergent, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, peanut butter, jelly… but any non-perishable 

food item will be accepted.   


