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The Lord supplies what you need in your giving  
The new year gives us an opportunity consider our life in His Church.

Each	January,	as	we	enter	a	new	year,	we	take	stock	of	the	
past	 with	 thanksgiving	 and	 sometimes	 even	 relief	 (that	
it’s	 over),	 and	 we	 look	 to	 the	 future	 in	 the	 hope	 and	
anticipation	and	perhaps	even	worry	of	what	it	holds.		

The	 new	 year	 reminds	 us	 of	who	we	 are	 as	 opposed	 to	
who	 we	 would	 like	 to	 be;	 what	 we	 have	 done	 in	
comparison	to	what	we	want	 to	do.	 It	 reminds	us	of	our	
accomplishments,	but	mostly	it	reminds	us	of	our	failures.	
What	we’ve	lost.	Who	we’ve	lost.		

New	 Years	 is	 our	 own	 version	 of	 Dickens’	 classic	 A	
Christmas	Carol.	And	we	all	play	Scrooge.	We	are	visited	
by	the	ghosts	of	our	pasts,	presents,	and	futures.	

St.	Paul	writes:	“The	point	is	this:	whoever	sows	sparingly	
will	 also	 reap	 sparingly,	 and	 whoever	 sows	 bountifully	
will	 also	 reap	 bountifully.	 Each	 one	must	 give	 as	 he	 has	
made	up	his	mind,	not	 reluctantly	or	under	 compulsion,	
for	God	loves	a	cheerful	giver.	And	God	is	able	to	make	all	
grace	 abound	 to	 you,	 so	 that	 having	 all	 sufLiciency	 in	 all	
things	at	all	 times,	you	may	abound	 in	every	good	work.	
As	it	is	written,	‘He	has	distributed	freely,	he	has	given	to	
the	 poor;	 his	 righteousness	 endures	 forever.’	 He	 who	
supplies	seed	to	the	sower	and	bread	for	food	will	supply	
and	 multiply	 your	 seed	 for	 sowing	 and	 increase	 the	
harvest	 of	 your	 righteousness.	 You	 will	 be	 enriched	 in	
every	way	 for	 all	 your	 generosity,	which	 through	us	will	
produce	thanksgiving	to	God”	(2	Cor	9:6–15).	

St.	Paul	 tells	us	 that	 the	Lord	of	all	will	both	supply	and	
increase	what	you	need	to	give	to	the	church	for	its	work	
in	and	for	the	world.	He	tells	us	that	this	work	that	God	is	
doing	 in	 us	 will	 enrich	 and	 bless	 us	 in	 every	 way	 and	
through	this	it	will	produce	thanksgiving	to	God.	With	this	
in	 mind,	 here	 is	 some	 practical	 advice	 to	 help	 you	 take	
stock	of	your	giving	of	years	past,	which	will	help	you	to	
change	 what	 needs	 to	 be	 changed,	 improved,	 or	 done	
away	with	altogether.	

First,	attend	the	Divine	Service	to	receive	God’s	gifts	of	
forgiveness,	 life,	 and	 salvation.	 If	 you’ve	 not	 been	
faithful	 in	 attending	 worship	 to	 hear	 the	 preaching	 of	
God’s	Word,	 to	 receive	 forgiveness,	 and	 feast	 of	 the	 rich	
food	of	our	Lord’s	body	and	blood	for	the	eternal	beneLit	
of	 your	 body	 and	 soul,	 then	 repent	 and	 come	 to	 receive	

the	gifts	God	 freely	gives.	God	doesn’t	want	your	money.	
He	wants	you—all	of	you	(Matt	22:20–22).		

Second,	pray	for	the	Lord’s	help.	Your	right	as	a	Christian	
is	to	speak	with	your	Father,	the	King	of	all	creation,	freely	
through	His	Son,	our	Lord,	 Jesus	Christ.	Go	to	the	throne	
of	 grace	 and	 ask	 for	 strength	 and	wisdom	 to	 follow	His	
bidding	faithfully	(John	15:1–16).	

Third,	 consider	 what	 the	 Church	 is	 and	 what	 the	
Church	does.	The	Church	is	a	mercy	place.	 It	 inhales	the	
mercy	 of	 the	 Father	 by	 the	 death,	 resurrection,	 and	
ascension	of	His	Son	through	the	preaching	of	the	Gospel	

and	the	Sacraments.	 It	exhales	
this	mercy	 in	 love	 toward	 the	
neighbor.	You	are	a	member	of	
the	 Church,	 of	 God’s	 family.	
Thus,	 you	 are	 not	 only	 a	
recipient	of	God’s	mercy,	but	a	
bearer	 of	 that	 mercy	 for	 the	
life	 of	 the	 world.	 You	 spread	
that	 mercy	 in	 showing	 mercy	

through	 the	 generous	 giving	 of	 your	 income	 to	 support	
the	 work	 of	 the	 Church	 in	 and	 for	 the	 world,	 as	 the	
Israelites	did	in	the	Old	Testament	(Lev	27:1–34).	

Fourth,	take	stock	of	your	current	giving	in	light	of	the	
New	 Testament’s	 teaching	 on	 supporting	 the	 work	 of	
the	 Church.	 Are	 you	 giving	 of	 your	 Lirst	 fruits,	 taking	 it	
out	 of	 your	 paycheck	 Lirst,	 or	 does	 God	 get	 what’s	 left	
over?	Are	you	giving	voluntarily	and	cheerfully?	Are	you	
giving	proportionally	and	generously?	The	Old	Testament	
required	 a	 tithe,	 ten	 percent.	 The	 New	 Testament	 gives	
freedom	 to	 be	 generous,	 to	 give	 more	 for	 the	 Church’s	
work.	 Are	 you	 relying	 on	 God’s	 promise	 to	 provide	 and	
increase	what	you	need	to	do	His	work?	If	your	answer	is	
no	 to	any	of	 these,	 repent.	 If	God	gave	you	His	only	Son,	
will	 He	 not	 provide	 for	 you	 all	 things,	 even	 physical	
things?	Trust	Him,	His	Word,	and	heed	it.		

So,	don’t	let	your	past	deLine	your	future.	Rather,	commit	
for	the	year	a	generous	proportion	of	your	income,	which	
is	God’s	gift	to	you	for	this	body	and	life.	V 

“You	are	not	only	a	
recipient	of	God’s	
mercy,	but	a	
bearer	of	that	

mercy	for	the	life	
of	the	world.”


