
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

YOUTH MINISTRY (Grades 6-12) 
Jr. and Sr. Youth – check with Greg on future events.  The Youth and Ed Committee 

would like your input. 

 

CONNECT II 

Plan on joining us on Sunday, February 26,  from 4:00-6:00p.m.  We are 

meeting at Leah Dodd’s home at 13114-92nd Ave. Coal Valley. If you 

would like a ride meet at church at 3:30 and let Pastor or Greg 

know.  This is an attempt on having an intergenerational event,  which 

means students, parents and “youthful” adults are all welcome to come.  We will 

spend part of the time as a whole group and then split up in groups.  Pastor will be 

taking the Jr High/Confirmation age (parents are welcome to join their students if 

they want) and I will be working with the High School and other adults.  This is a 

new approach for us at St Matthew, so we are a “work in progress”.  At this time we 

are planning on meeting once  month.  Please join in as we grow in our faith, 

families and friends. – Greg 
 

Parent Meeting 

Sunday Feb 26, 9:15am join your parent in the Youth room and we will be 

discussing upcoming youth activities 
 
 

Evening Lenten Suppers 

Starting Wednesday March 1 we will begin our evening Lenten Suppers serving 

from 6:00 to 6:45.  If you would like to provide a main dish, donate money or 

provide any other items please let Greg Mueller-DCE know. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars: 

Wednesday, March 1  5:00 p.m.      Lenten Supper 

Friday, March 3           6:00 p.m.     Youth’s Trivia Night 

Sunday, March 12       2:00 p.m.     Circuit Bible Bowl at St Matthew 

Sunday, March 19       3:00 p.m.      Serve a meal at Christian Care in Rock Island 
 

Fund Raiser: Dining Coupon Books-Ending now- 

Be sure you have turned in any unsold Dining Books.  If you still have any let Greg 

know THIS WEEK. 

 



 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m. 

Lay Assistant Jason Gorski  Dean Young 

Ushers Reed Phillips 

Judy Phillips 

Mike Bickle 

Lynn Bickle 

Tom Krahl 

Dave Appelquist 

Carole Appelquist 

Tom Krahl 

Ken Hoffman 

Organist Sue Michel Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acolytes  Emma Slattery 

Lauren Slattery 

Madison McVay 

Amanda Munson 

Greeters  Regina Hoffman Barb Miller 

Altar Guild:  Fern Tucker and Carole Hartley 

Flowers:        The Campbell Family in Loving Memory of Dollie 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, February 25 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, February 26 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School 

Burning of the Palms &  

Operation Christmas Child Presentation 

Youth Parent’s Meeting in Youth Room 

Divine Service 

Connect II 

Monday, February 27 8:30 a.m. Classical Conversations 

Tuesday, February 28 9:00 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Choir 

Wednesday, March 1 
Ash Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Lutheranism 101 

Ash Wednesday Divine Service 

             (lunch following) 

Setup for Lenten Supper 

Lenten Supper 

Imposition of Ashes 

Ash Wednesday Divine Service  

Trivia Set-up after service 

Thursday,  March 2 9:30 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

LWML Bible Study & Meeting 

Youth & Education Meeting 

Friday, March 3  

8:30 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletins Assembled 

Trivia Night Set-up 

Trivia Night 

Saturday, March 4 9:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

Financial Review 

Divine Service 

Sunday, March 5 
First Sunday in Lent 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“Yes, even in the eye of the storm when everything seems turned on its head, 

we can live L.I.F.E. (Live In Faith Everyday).” Lynette Auch, president of 

Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Matthew 17:8  “And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 

Jesus only.” Jesus is enough. Moses and Elijah point to Jesus and are happy to 

fade into the background. With our eyes focused on Him and Him alone the 

rest of our lives come into focus. He is primary, all else secondary. When that 

order is right in our lives, things truly fall into place. 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
What glory Almighty God lent to humankind by transfiguring His Son as He 

inhabited our flesh! Jesus not only shows us this everlasting Fatherhood and 

Sonship, but He bestows it upon us, wretched as we are! Perhaps our greatest 

honor consists in likewise using our privileges and resources to exalt the 

lowliest of persons into this majesty. O Light Everlasting, keep us mindful that 

all humankind is made for Your favor as much as we ourselves are. Amen.  

DEFENDING THE FAITH, TEACHING THE TRUTH… 
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken 

and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL.  This week's topics 

include: The 95 Theses, The Temptation of Jesus, Christians, Contraception & 

the Future of the Family, Jesus & Zacchaeus, Ash Wednesday and 

more.  You can listen at your convenience at www.issuesetc.org and on the 

Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.  

ISSUES WITH E-MEMOS RESOLVED 
The issue with our E-Memos and several Mediacom-related email addresses 

(i.e. those which end in “mchsi.com” and “mediacombb.net” and others) 

appears to be resolved.  These last several weeks our weekly email message—

“This Week at St. Matthew”—appears to have been delivered to all email 

addresses which have signed up to receive it.  This weekly update is usually 

sent out each Sunday evening.  To receive this update as well as all of our 

other email updates, please subscribe via the link on our church website 

(www.stmatthewmilan.org).  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Michel. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uyK_3RmFJbbW0pSv0vUA_WnOxPizTCUHWroDmu5pYUNav9W3T9_Bauwx0tCevLjpYlFDM2jzYTeqPaIsk43Fxm70Qn04XYd-jSDpmx85yxH6S4isseYoRRrcVvMw-0PSXI141eiYyM_Y2FQs5N2XPlItSYNVMt2PEqjUA-4f95c=&c=vgK8SwoIHWz-IKVIq2jaqV8so6nXEcojVB7uDxYlSXHhnR8Y1rG6t


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday School—  The Bronze Serpent (Numbers 21:4-9) 
 
 

High School Bible Study— Parent’s Meeting  
 
 

Adult Bible Study—Burning of the Palms, Operation Christmas Child Presentation 

USHERS NEEDED… 
If you would like to volunteer to usher for any of the weekend services please call 

Tom Krahl at 309-235-0790 and leave a message.   

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
All are invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. for our current study topic 

“One Christ: Many Creeds,” in which we explore the teachings of various 

Christian denominations.  Next Sunday we continue examining Presbyterian and 

other Calvinist church bodies. 

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
Our “Baby Bottle Drive”—to benefit the work of Pregnancy Resources of the Quad 

Cities—concludes this weekend.  Thank you to everyone who assisted with this 

mission to help provide life-affirming, Biblically-based resources to encourage 

informed decisions regarding pregnancy and premarital sexual abstinence. 

“LUTHERANISM 101” 
“Lutheranism 101… It’s Not a Class… It’s Life with Jesus.”  This is the title of 

Pastor’s adult study exploring God’s Word and our teachings and beliefs as 

Lutheran Christians.  This season we are meeting Wednesday mornings at 9:30 

a.m. 
 

We explore the main teachings of the Bible and how they form the basis of our 

Lutheran doctrine.  If you  have questions, please contact Pastor Michel (309-269-

4295, pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 

This weeks Sunday School lesson, “The Bronze Serpent,” is one of the more 

challenging stories in the Old Testament. Just as the bronze serpent was lifted up to 

heal and save the Israelites, Christ was lifted up on the cross to heal and save us 

from sin, death, and the devil. Ask students, “How did God rescue people bitten by 

the serpent? How does God rescue you?” 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PRESENTATION 
Please join us Sunday, February 26 at 9:15 am in the Gathering Room for a 

presentation on Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Ministry’s success in 

using the tool of the simple shoebox to open the door for the Gospel around the 

world.  The presentation will follow the burning of the palms. 

PARENT MEETING  TODAY 
Sunday Feb 26, 9:15am we are having an informational meeting in the Youth room.  

If you have a child in 6th grade or older please join us.  We will be talking about the 

2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering, how youth accounts work, upcoming fund 

raisers and Lenten/Easter meals.  We would also like to hear from you about 

improving our youth ministry at St Matthew. 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
All are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. as we explore the topic 

“Heaven and Hell.”  In this study our goal is to uncover misunderstandings people 

have about life after death and explore the biblical truth about heaven and hell.   
 

This Tuesday we will examine That Other Place.  By the power of the Holy Spirit 

working through God’s Word, participants will understand the reality and horror of 

hell and be motivated to better appreciate God’s gift of heaven through Christ. 

THANK YOU’S 

 Thank you to the Adult Choir for offering special music at Sunday’s 8:00 

Divine Service. 

 Thank you St. Matthew family for your generous February donations of 

personal care items to give as part of the regular grocery distribution at the 

Milan Christian Food Pantry.  Watch for sales as our next collection period will 

be the month of May. 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL SUGGESTIONS 

 Use the Lenten devotional booklet entitled The Lord’s Supper: The Salutary 

Gift, which ties in with our weekend sermon theme in Lent, and is available on the 

Welcome Center table.  Also available on the Welcome Center table is a devotion 

booklet from Lutheran Indian Ministries. 

 Use the devotion booklet Portals of Prayer. 

 Lutheran Hour Ministries has Lenten devotions available online at 

www.lentendevotions.net where you can sign up to receive a daily Lenten devotion 

via e-mail.  A link to this Web site is on the “Devotions” page on our church 

website (www.StMatthewMilan.org) 

 Those who own the book Treasury of Daily Prayer (available for $40 through 

the church office) can continue with their readings from this year-round resource.  

Remember to switch to the readings for the Lenten season toward the beginning of 

the book. 

 Today’s Light subscribers can continue in their readings from this year-round 

resource.  To subscribe, a link is available on the “Devotions” page on our church 

Web site. 

 This year, most of our Gospel readings in worship come from the book of 

Matthew.  One idea would be to read the entire book of Matthew for the Lenten 

season. 
ABOVE ALL… Use whatever works for you… the main thing is to be fed by the 

Word of God.  



 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 p.m.—49 Sunday School—18 

 Sun. 8:00 a.m.—56 Adult Bible Study—30 

       Sun. 10:30 a.m.—72  

FOOD PANTRY—Together We Can Do This 
Because of a need and frequent requests the Milan Christian Food Pantry is going to 

start giving out personal care & feminine hygiene items as part of our regular 

grocery distribution.  The following items are needed: 

 Shave cream 

 Disposable razors 

 Shampoo 

 Deodorant 

 Toothpaste & brushes 

 Feminine hygiene products 

Each church will have 4 collection months per year.  Our first month is February.  

Please bring the above items to church in February. 
 

Thank you, St. Matthew family, for all your support of the pantry.  Al & Kitty 

MILAN CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider volunteering for the food pantry.  We work once every 6 weeks.  You may 

choose to help other churches, also. 
 

We need: 

 Pantry workers during distribution hours  9-11am on Mon. & 3-6pm on 

Thursday 

 Pick up at Riverbend Food Bank and pick up Bread at Hy-Vee Milan Store 

 Double bagged grocery sacks 
 

The number of food needed continues to increase monthly.  We can and do make a 

difference in our community.   
 

To volunteer call Kitty Dornbier at 738-5986 or Al Nordstrom at 798-8609 

(You may also text these numbers). 

GIVE AND GET BACK 

People who volunteer report: 

96%  Enriched purpose in life 

94%  Improved mood 

78%  Lower Stress 

76%  Felling healthier 

LENT IS BEGINS THIS WEEK! 
The church season of Lent begins March 1 (Ash Wednesday).  Below is a preview of 

the two sermon series we will hear at St. Matthew during this sacred season. 

Standing At the Cross ~ Wednesday midweek services (11:00 am & 7:00 pm), 

beginning March 1 

This coming October Lutherans throughout the world will be celebrating the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation. As a Lenten lead-in to this celebration we will focus 

on portions of sermons Martin Luther actually preached during Lent, Holy Week and 

Easter in the parishes where he served. As we stand with Luther at the foot of the 

cross each week, we contemplate the ways in which we ourselves stand firm in the 

faith as followers of Christ during this holy season. 
 

The Salutary Gift ~ Weekend Divine Services, beginning March 4 & 5 

Having just received our Lord’s body and blood in and under the bread and the wine 

in His Supper, we pray in the liturgy, “We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us with this salutary gift.” Each week during this Lenten season, 

we explore one of the several different images and metaphors used by Holy Scripture 

to highlight the blessings of the Lord’s Supper, many of which are reflected in our 

hymns. The goal of this series is to set before our eyes the many blessings and 

benefits of the Lord’s Supper, chief among which is the forgiveness of sins. Our 

hymns help us in this regard by making connections that we might not otherwise 

make. They draw upon the themes of Holy Scripture and teach us to appreciate the 

full range of blessings that are present when the faithful are gathered around the life-

giving, nourishing, and salutary gift. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR LENTEN LUNCHEONS 
LWML will be providing and serving hot lunches for the Wednesday Lenten 

luncheons.  On bulletin board ‘C’ are two sign up sheets to provide suppliers and 

prepared food.  Sign today.  Don’t delay.  Help us give you fun, nourishing 

fellowship.  Questions?  See Vicki or Kitty. 

EVENING LENTEN SUPPERS 
Starting Wednesday, March 1 we will begin our evening Lenten Suppers serving 

from 6:00 to 6:45.  If you would like to provide a main dish, donate money or 

provide any other items please let Greg Mueller-DCE know. 

EASTER HELP NEEDED 
The Milan Christian Food Pantry will give away 75 complete Easter meal boxes this 

holiday.  St. Matthew is being asked to donate 75 cans of 28oz Bushes Baked Beans.  

Please bring cans to church by Sunday, April 3.  Thank you for your always 

generous support of the food pantry.  You do make a difference. 

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
At our evening Ash Wednesday service on March 1, the imposition of ashes (on the 

forehead) will be offered in the church sanctuary from 6:45 to 7:00 p.m., prior to 

the start of the Divine Service at 7:00. In other words, if you wish to receive ashes 

on your forehead as part of your Ash Wednesday devotion, please arrive in the 

church sanctuary BEFORE 7:00. During this time of devotion prior to the Divine 

Service, all are invited to participate in a Lenten hymn-sing, which will take place in 

the sanctuary while the ashes are being given. This arrangement is taking place so 

that we are able to conclude the Divine Service in a shorter amount of time on that 

Wednesday evening. NOTE: For those attending the 11:00 a.m. service on Ash 

Wednesday, the ashes will be offered at the very beginning of the service. 



 

 

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are hospitalized.  I 

am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray with you.  Most of the 

time the hospital informs us when a member is admitted.  However sometimes this 

has not happened, and I have been completely unaware of a hospitalization.  Please 

also let me know if you or someone you know desires for me to visit and bring the 

Lord’s Supper.  Please keep me informed of your circumstances, and I will be glad 

to minister to you in Christ’s name.  – Pastor Michel 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Youth ministry is sponsoring a Trivia Night on Friday, March 3.  Doors will open 

at 6:00pm and the game starts at 6:30pm.  We will be serving walking tacos, 

desserts and drinks.  Cost is $10.00 per person and you can bring a table of 8 or we 

can place you at a table that night.  Get your team together and get ready for a great 

night of fellowship. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 
VBS is June 19-23 this year, from 9:00am—12:00pm.   Please put it on your 

calendar.  If you would like to be involved with VBS please let Greg Mueller 

know. 

LWML BIBLE STUDY AND LWML MEETING 
9:30 a.m., Thursday, March 2, 2017 

St. Matthew Gathering Room 
 

Bible Study:  “More Precious than Silver, Better than Jewels” 

                       From Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly Winter 2016 

Leader:  Sharon Heinze 

Hostess:  Faith Carter 

All women from St. Matthew are invited to attend and bring a friend. 

MARCH CALENDARS 
The March Calendars are on the table in the hallway.  Pick yours up today. 


