
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 25 & 26, 2017 

 

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

YOUTH MINISTRY (Grades 6-12) 
Jr. and Sr. Youth – check with Greg on future events.  The Youth and Ed 

Committee would like your input. 

 
 

Evening Lenten Suppers 

We have begun our evening Lenten Suppers serving from 6:00 to 6:45.  If 

you would like to provide a main dish, donate money or provide any other 

items please let Greg Mueller-DCE know. 

  

Mark Your Calendars: 

Wednesday, March 29 & April 5        5:00 p.m.      Lenten Supper 

Thursday April 13     9:15pm      Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 14   5:00pm  Good Friday Service Practice 

Friday, April 14  7:00pm  Good Friday Service 

Saturday, April 15    8:00am   Easter Breakfast set-up   

Sunday, April 16  8:00 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 

Garage Sale June 4-10 

VBS June 19-23 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
All are invited to join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. for our current study 

topic “One Christ: Many Creeds,” in which we explore the teachings of 

various Christian denominations.   This Sunday we continue examining 

Christian Reformed Churches and the Evangelical Free Church. 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
All are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. as we explore the 

topic “Heaven and Hell.”  In this study our goal is to uncover 

misunderstandings people have about life after death and explore the biblical 

truth about heaven and hell.   
 

This Tuesday we will begin examining Curiosity Questions about Heaven.  By 

the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, participants will 

understand that God has revealed all we need to know about heaven at this 

time, and that He cultivates in us a “wait and see” attitude. 

YOUTH GROUP GARAGE SALE COMING… 
This summer St. Matthew’s youth group will be having a garage sale if people 

are interested in donating items and if people are interested in working at the 

event.  Please start saving your treasures for this sale.  Proceeds will go help 

send people to the 2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering or Higher Things 

Conferences.  Please note the tentative dates are drop off Sunday, June 4 and 

Monday, June 5.  Other times by calling and scheduling.  The sale is tentatively 

set for Thursday, June 8—Saturday, June 10.   Let Greg know if you are 

interested in donating items and/or helping. 



 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m. 

Lay Assistant Jason Gorski Dave Schroeder Doug Teggatz 

Ushers Jerry Donegan 

Mary Donegan 

Don Mueller 

Nancy Mueller 

Tom Parchert 

Nathan Parchert 

Ryan Parchert 

Organist Sue Michel Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acolytes  Claire Henniges 

Jack Henniges 

Major Chisholm 

Maverick Chisholm 

Greeters  Regina Hoffman Fern Tucker 

Altar Guild:  Eileen Leonard and Nancy Mueller 

Flowers:        Al & Kerry Nordstrom 

                       The Gale Family Celebrating Audrey’s “18” Birthday on 3/26 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, March 25 8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

Men’s Network 

LWML Zone Brunch 

Divine Service 

Sunday, March 26 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service 

Monday, March 27 8:30 a.m. Classical Conversations (Homeschool group) 

Tuesday, March 28 9:00 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Choir 

Wednesday, March 29 
 

9:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Lutheranism 101 

Lenten Midday Service 

             (lunch following) 

Setup for Lenten Supper 

Lenten Supper 

Lenten Evening Service 

Thursday,  March 30   

Friday, March 31  

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Bulletin Assembled 

Saturday, April 1 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, April 2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“The trap of a human philosophy and society shaped by merely utilitarian aims 

will always (and I mean ‘always’) lead to horror and hatred. Always. No 

matter how smart we get, how advanced our technical skills, how ‘scientific’ 

we think we are, the human person is more than what we can see. If we 

weren’t more than that, there would be no art, no beauty, no poetry. We are 

more than what we see!” Fr. Barnabas Powell, Cumming, Georgia – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Psalm 142:5 — I cry to you, O LORD; I say, "You are my refuge, my portion 

in the land of the living." The Lord is our portion, our refuge, our everything. 

His mercy preserves through all our days in the land of the living. This 

confidence frees us from the fear that so often leads to sins of greed and 

coveting. We have the Lord, we have a Father, He is in control – so we can 

follow His Word in confidence. 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

Fourth Sunday in Lent – The God who is Jesus Christ displays His 

miraculous compassion especially amid ailments and inabilities (John 9:2-3). 

Though we occupy evil days (Ephesians 5:16), we ought not give up on 

anybody before God does (Isaiah 42:16). After all, He never forsakes us 

(Ephesians 5:8)! Merciful Master, teach us and lead us to walk with Your 

children in light. Amen.  

DAILY EXERCISE FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIND… 
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 

Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's topics 

include: Martin Luther on Liberty & Free Speech, A Strategy for Christians 

Living in a Post-Christian Nation, The Augsburg Confession, Law & Gospel, 

Peter Denies Jesus and more.  You can listen at your convenience 

at www.issuesetc.org and on the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.  

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN… 
It’s that time again to order your Lutheran Witness.  The cost this year is 

$15.96 ($1.33 per issue for 11 issues, June/July are together.  If you would like 

to renew or start receiving a copy please let the church office know by April 

17. This subscription will start in June.   Any questions, call the church office 

at 787-4295 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KgezPzfw-P4O2kLbpAtgngDjS9LF4-x-YKfWCd1erSaDdwwjDYj2W_66liigukWjWK-tND_B103H9ZIiGiSnvqEcJ2Cfln8eqoZ3wDF9NtHiwSpqeLGDzeV7fjGeuZ1LjG8SBOIIXtZAGHKkHW4Em9-oabL5ocCuhKAdOxuNWS4=&c=ljJkzdfkqRgWFz0kDQhfwlEPTMwtywuabwwMY5SoN1f83vLlTCaKz


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday School—  The Lord’s Supper 
 
 

High School Bible Study— Jesus’ Last Days  
 
 

Adult Bible Study—Christian Reformed Churches and the Evangelical Free Church 

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are hospitalized.  I 

am more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray with you.  Most of the 

time the hospital informs us when a member is admitted.  However sometimes this 

has not happened, and I have been completely unaware of a hospitalization.  Please 

also let me know if you or someone you know desires for me to visit and bring the 

Lord’s Supper.  Please keep me informed of your circumstances, and I will be glad 

to minister to you in Christ’s name.  – Pastor Michel 

“LUTHERANISM 101” 
“Lutheranism 101… It’s Not a Class… It’s Life with Jesus.”  This is the title of 

Pastor’s adult study exploring God’s Word and our teachings and beliefs as 

Lutheran Christians.  This season we are meeting Wednesday mornings at 9:00 

a.m.  
 

We explore the main teachings of the Bible and how they form the basis of our 

Lutheran doctrine.  If you  have questions, please contact Pastor Michel (309-269-

4295, pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 

The children learned about “The Lord’s Supper” (Luke 22:1–23) in Sunday School today. 

In your family discussion ask, “What benefits and blessings do we receive in the Lord’s 

Supper?” 

MILAN CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
February People Helped 

289 Families      862 People 349 Children 

 

January People Helped 

311 Families 984 People 368 Children 

 

December People Helped 

310 Families 1,018 People 415  Children 

 

Thank you, St. Matthew family.  Your generous support makes this happen in caring for 

the needy.  We say our thanks to God. 

 

MILAN CHRISTIAN PANTRY SURVEY RESULTS 
We thought you would like to hear how your donations and efforts are being received.  

Thank you to all!  See Bulletin board C for this report and extra copies to share. 

THANK YOU 
 Thank you to the Adult Choir for offering special music at Sunday’s 10:30am Divine 

Service. 

CAMP CILCA SPRING WORK DAY 
The CAMP CILCA SPRING WORK DAY is Saturday, April 1, 8:00am-

2:00pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Work includes cleaning cabins, raking leaves, 

picking up branches, moving picnic tables, landscaping, and light construction.  See 

you there!      

EASTER LILIES 
If you would like to help beautify the altar for Easter there is now an Easter Lily sign-up 

sheet on bulletin board A. The cost this year is $8.00.  Please put you payment in the 

offering and please note “Easter Lilies” on your envelope. 

Mary Donegan and Vicki Lude, Co-Altar Chairmen 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
Last Sunday, (3/19) a group of youth and adults prepared, delivered and served a meal at 

the rock Island Christian Care Center.  Thank you to everyone who made this possible by 

serving their time, food, and money. 

If you need a large print bulletin or 

would like to use a hearing impaired 

device, please speak with an Usher or 

Lay Assistant. 

WELSER SCHOLARSHIP 
We have a memorial fund known as the Welser Scholarship.   This is a scholarship 

given once a year to any student who applies for it and is going into the Education 

field.  You need to write a letter to the Finance Committee requesting the 

scholarship, addressed to the attention of  Judy Phillips c/o St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church 115 W. 12th Avenue, Milan, IL.  61264.  You must have your request in by 

June 1.  The money will be divided among all applicants.   If you have any 

questions, please call the church office at 309-787-4295. 



 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 p.m.—56 Sunday School—17 

 Sun. 8:00 a.m.—60 Adult Bible Study—36 

       Sun. 10:30 a.m.—65 

 

Midweek Lenten    3/22          11:00 a.m.— 42 

                                                  7:00 p.m.—  64 

EVENING LENTEN SUPPERS 
We have begun our evening Lenten Suppers serving from 6:00 to 6:45.  If you 

would like to provide a main dish, donate money or provide any other items please 

let Greg Mueller-DCE know. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 
VBS is June 19-23 this year, from 9:00am—12:00pm.   Please put it on 

your calendar.  If you would like to be involved with VBS please let 

Greg Mueller know. 

APRIL CALENDARS 
The April Calendars are on the table in the hallway.  Pick yours up 

today. 

EASTER HELP NEEDED 
The Milan Christian Food Pantry will give away 75 complete Easter 

meal boxes this holiday.  St. Matthew is being asked to donate 75 cans 

of 28oz Bushes Baked Beans.  Please bring cans to church by Sunday, 

April 3.  Thank you for your always generous support of the food 

pantry.  You do make a difference. 

CID EXTENSION FUND (CID CEF) SHORT TERM OFFER 
Beginning March 1, 2017 CEF will offer a 24 month Investment 

Certificate with an annual rate of 1.25% paid semi-annually.  This 

special offer will no longer be available after September 30, 2017.  The 

minimum investment will be $1000.00 and must be a new investment.   

Early withdrawal penalties will apply to this special offer.  Please contact 

Dave or Susan for more information at 217-793-1802.  Or you may go to 

www.cidlcms.org, link to Church Extension Fund, and download the 

investment form. 

JOIN US FOR LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES 
This Wednesday and every Wednesday during the Lenten season join us as we 

examine our lives “Standing At the Cross” while noting portions of sermons Martin 

Luther actually preached during Lent, Holy Week and Easter in the parishes where 

he served.  
 

This Wednesday our theme is “Standing in Persecution.”  We have the freedom 

during this Lenten season and always to gather for worship. Many of our brothers 

and sisters around the world do not enjoy such freedom. As we stand together at the 

cross, we remember the suffering of the saints who endure persecution for the sake 

of the Savior who suffered for them, and for us.   
 

Please join us for Lenten midweek services this Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 

p.m. 

READERS NEEDED FOR EASTER VIGIL 
The Easter Vigil is the first service of the Easter season and is probably 

the most unique service of the year.  It takes place the Saturday evening 

prior to Easter Sunday—Saturday, April 15 at 5:30 p.m.  One feature 

of this service is the set of extensive Scripture readings telling God’s 

salvation story in the Old Testament.  Anyone (youth or adult) who 

would like to assist with the readings for the Easter Vigil is invited to 

sign up on the sheet on bulletin board ‘B’ or contact Pastor Michel (309-

269-4295 or  pastorgmichel@yahoo.com). 

UPDATE ON DOOR OFFERINGS 
I want to update you on the following door offerings: 

 

 SOUPer Bowl of Caring:  We raised $241.00 for this event, and a check was sent 

to the Milan Christian Assistance Program.  All food items went to the Milan 

Christian Food Pantry, but I don’t have a count on how many items were collected. 
 

Pregnancy Resources Baby Bottle Campaign:  We raised a total of $847.50, and 

a check has been sent to the Pregnancy Resource Center. 
 

Thank you to all who participated.                  Mary Donegan, Treasurer 

ATTENTION ALL THRIVENT MEMBERS 
As of March 31, 2017 the Thrivent Chapter system will be phased out.  There will 

be a short informational meeting coming soon that will discuss Thrivent Builds, 

Thrivent Choice, and Thrivent Action Teams and possibly other information.  We 

are still working out the details, and at this time we do not have a date set.  Please 

watch for additional information to come. 

 

ATTENTION ALL THRIVENT MEMBERS WITH CHOICE DOLLARS 
To those who have 2016 Choice Dollars to direct you need to do so by March 31, 

2017.  You may either go on-line at thrivent.com or call 1-800-847-4836, say 

Fraternal—Choice, then you will be able to designate your dollars.  Please have 

your Member ID number when you call. 

Mary Donegan, West Rock Island Thrivent Chapter-Financial Director and 

Congregational Advocate for St. Matthew. 



 

 


