
What is a “parament”?
A parament (pronounced PAIR-uh-
ment) is a colored peice of cloth that 
hangs on the important items of 
furniture in the sanctuary. Can you 
find the altar? You may see a colored piece of cloth hanging 
on it. This parament is called the “frontal” or “superfrontal.” 
Can you find the pulpit? The pulpit has a parament, too, as 
do many of the important furniture items in the sanctuary. 
Look around to see how many paraments are in your church. 

Why do we use paraments?
Paraments honor God and beautify His sanctuary based on 
the seasons of the Church Year. For example, during the 
season of Pentecost, the paraments are green. During Lent, 
the paraments are purple. The word “parament” comes 
from the Latin word “parare” which means “to decorate 
or adorn.” The paraments are not silent decorations. Each 
parament helps to proclaim the wonderful news of salvation 
through Jesus Christ!
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Parents: Before or after worship, allow your child to get 
a closer look at the paraments in the sanctuary. (Remind 
them to be reverent in God’s holy places.) Instruct them 
that the colors might be different than what they would 
expect at certain times in the Church Year. For example, 
the paraments are red on Reformation Day even though it 
falls during the season of Pentecost.
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