
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian 
love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as 
Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to 
visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the 
common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that 
need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  
Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then 
return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for 
individual cups.  
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Palm Sunday—Sunday of the Passion  
April 8 & 9, 2017 

 

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to 

sign the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the 

guest book on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

YOUTH MINISTRY (Grades 6-12) 
Jr. and Sr. Youth – check with Greg on future events.  The Youth and Ed 

Committee would like your input. 

  

Mark Your Calendars: 

Thursday, April 13      8:15pm      Good Friday Service Practice 

Friday, April 14     5:00pm   Good Friday Service Practice 

Friday, April 14     7:00pm   Good Friday Service 

Saturday, April 15     8:00am    Easter Breakfast set-up   

Sunday, April 16    6:30am    Easter Breakfast 

Garage Sale June 4-10 

VBS June 19-23 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Please join us Sunday morning at 9:15 as we continue exploring A Man Named 

Martin: The Moment.  This video-based study produced by Lutheran Hour 

Ministries examines the interplay of personalities and events that led to the 

Protestant Reformation, a theological overhaul set in motion most notably by 

Martin Luther's nailing of the 95 Theses to the church door at Wittenberg. 
 
 

From Luther’s inner struggles of conscience and faith to his call for debate with 

the Pope to his scathing rebuke of erroneous church practice, we will examine 

the widespread teachings and doctrines of the late Medieval Church that were 

not Scripturally grounded, and how Luther addressed them. Among them were 

purgatory, penance, indulgences, masses for the dead, and the institution of the 

papacy.  A cast of scholars and professional church workers share their 

expertise on the cultural and religious setting in which Luther operated. 
 

All are invited to join us Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Gathering Room. 

YOUTH GROUP GARAGE SALE COMING… 
This summer St. Matthew’s youth group will be having a garage sale if people 

are interested in donating items and if people are interested in working at the 

event.  Please start saving your treasures for this sale.  Proceeds will go help 

send people to the 2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering or Higher Things 

Conferences.  Please note the tentative dates are drop off Sunday, June 4 and 

Monday, June 5.  Other times by calling and scheduling.  The sale is tentatively 

set for Thursday, June 8—Saturday, June 10.   Let Greg know if you are 

interested in donating items and/or helping. 



 

 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m. 

Lay Assistant Jason Gorski Jeff Martens Dennis Ziegler 

Ushers Ken Gorski St. Matthew 

Sunday School 

St. Matthew 

Sunday School 

Organist Katie Cobert Sue Michel Sue Michel 

Acolytes  Rebekah Michel 

Jack Henniges 

Claire Henniges 

Madison McVay 

Jayla Upton 

Amanda Munson 

Greeters  St. Matthew Sunday 

School 

St. Matthew Sunday 

School 

Altar Guild:  Mary Donegan, Vicki Lude 

Flowers:        St. Matthew 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 

Saturday, April 8 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, April 9 

Palm Sunday—Sunday 

of the Passion 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Divine Service 

Sunday School 

Adult Bible Study 

Divine Service 

Monday, April 10  

8:30 a.m. 

Karen out of office 

Classical Conversations (Homeschool group) 

Tuesday, April 11 6:15 p.m. Choir 

Wednesday, April 12 6:30 p.m. 2nd-Year Confirmation 

Thursday,  April 13 
Maundy Thursday 

11:00 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

8:15 p.m. 

Divine Service 

Divine Service (w/ Stripping of the Altar) 

Youth Good Friday Practice 

Friday, April 14 
Good Friday 

8:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Bulletin Assembled 

Midday Service 

Youth Practice 

Tenebrae Service 

Saturday, April 15 8:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

Easter Breakfast Set-up 

Easter Vigil 

Sunday, April 16 

The Resurrection of 

Our Lord—Easter Day 

6:30 a.m. 

7:30 a.m. 

8:45 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Easter Sunrise Divine Service 

Easter Breakfast 

Sunday School 

Divine Service 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
 “If you’ve ever done anything wrong or missed doing something perfectly, 

then you are not truly perfect, and you are going to die. It would be without 

God, but Jesus takes that weight and sentence off your record, onto His own 

shoulders. Anyone who wants forgiveness from God, peace with Him, 

Paradise opened—just look at Jesus. ‘Everyone who looks on the Son and 

believes in him should have eternal life’ (John 6:40).” Rev. Chris Cordes, St. 

John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sleepy Eye, Minnesota – A Life Quote 

from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Matthew 21:3  If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord needs 

them,' and he will send them at once." Did Jesus really need the donkey? If the 

man had refused to give the donkey would the work of salvation have been 

derailed? Of course not. But what an honor for the man who owned this 

donkey and foal! Likewise with us – the Lord needs none of us, but what an 

honor for God to choose to use our generosity in the work of His Church.  

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
In affirming life, we aim not to establish superiority but to deliver salvation. 

Jesus’ servant Gospel forgives us, and redeeming others requires nothing 

different. We approach both defensive and desperate hearts with this same 

graceful humility and grateful compassion which He has given us (Philippians 

2:6-8). Dear Savior, renew my heart, mind, and conduct with Your 

unconditional love. Amen.  

TALK RADIO FOR HOLY WEEK… 
You can listen to Lutheran experts teach on topics like: The Passover, Jesus' 

Crucifixion, The Death & Burial of Jesus, The Hymn "O Sacred Head, Now 

Wounded" and more.  Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by Lutheran 

Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 

Wilken.  You can listen to what you want when you want 

at www.issuesetc.org and on the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app  

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN… 
It’s that time again to order your Lutheran Witness.  The cost this year is 

$15.96 ($1.33 per issue for 11 issues, June/July are together.  If you would like 

to renew or start receiving a copy please let the church office know by April 

17. This subscription will start in June.   Any questions, call the church office 

at 787-4295 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jxn9K3CbvWMLeXmThn9aI93bLrlrapCoRcHcNVA3MW0hmFOwj--AfP9Vyp_llOX6r-hI_YeSgEcXnXwwk-ozolOopbDP8u4CNP5baZna0t9_8xnzbCJU3qG-KgmwhpdRUYK24nuaSvWPuHrpumcKItqPTwJUIWKWmw28F8APL_Y=&c=w4m6d4-TjdxW3LlpCPnHv1JxsJO3z9Iv0lQvrM4c0QgJ1uAofG8U0


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday School—  The Passion of Christ 
 
 

High School Bible Study— Jesus’ Last Days  
 
 

Adult Bible Study—A Man Named Martin: The Moment 

A REMINDER FROM PASTOR… 
Please continue to let me know when you (or a family member) are hospitalized.  I am 

more than glad to visit and share God’s Word and pray with you.  Most of the time the 

hospital informs us when a member is admitted.  However sometimes this has not 

happened, and I have been completely unaware of a hospitalization.  Please also let me 

know if you or someone you know desires for me to visit and bring the Lord’s Supper.  

Please keep me informed of your circumstances, and I will be glad to minister to you in 

Christ’s name.  – Pastor Michel 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 

The Sunday School lesson covers Matthew’s account of “The Passion of Christ” 

as He ventured to the cross for you and me. The Father, the perfect, righteous 

judge of the universe, forsook Jesus on the cross so that the perfect, righteous 

sacrifice, Jesus Christ, could be punished for the sins of the whole world. 

Discuss with your children, “Why was it necessary for Jesus to die? What 

benefit do we gain from the death and resurrection of Jesus?” 

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 
VBS is June 19-23 this year, from 9:00am—12:00pm.   Please put it on your calendar.  

If you would like to be involved with VBS please let Greg Mueller know. 

THANK YOU 
 Thank you to the Adult Choir for offering special music at both Sunday 

Divine Services. 

EASTER LILIES 
If you would like to help beautify the altar for Easter there is now an Easter Lily 

sign-up sheet on bulletin board A. The cost this year is $8.00.  Please put you 

payment in the offering and please note “Easter Lilies” on your envelope.       

Mary Donegan and Vicki Lude, Co-Altar Chairmen 

If you need a large print bulletin or 

would like to use a hearing impaired 

device, please speak with an Usher or 

Lay Assistant. 

WELSER SCHOLARSHIP 
We have a memorial fund known as the Welser Scholarship.   This is a scholarship 

given once a year to any student who applies for it and is going into the Education 

field.  You need to write a letter to the Finance Committee requesting the scholarship, 

addressed to the attention of  Judy Phillips c/o St. Matthew Lutheran Church 115 W. 

12th Avenue, Milan, IL.  61264.  You must have your request in by June 1.  The 

money will be divided among all applicants.   If you have any questions, please call the 

church office at 309-787-4295. 

MEN’S NETWORK 

Hey guys, make plans to join us at Men’s Network Saturday, April 22 at 8:00 a.m.  

Hope to see you there! 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY TUESDAY AFTERNOONS AT 1:00pm 

Starting Tuesday, April 25, we will be studying a Faith on the edge series “Playing 

God, redesigning life”.  This series explores the ethics of “perfecting” humanity 

through DNA, cloning, stem cell, and more.  Explore the relationship between science, 

technology, and faith—how this relationship affects our culture and how you can 

biblically respond.  If you have any questions, contact Karen Britton at 309-787-4295 
 

Come join us on Tuesdays at 1:00pm.  Hope to see you then! 

PASTOR MICHEL ACCEPTS CALL 

Pastor Michel has accepted the call he received to serve as pastor of Peace 

Lutheran Church in New Berlin, Wisconsin (suburban Milwaukee).  His final 

Sunday at St. Matthew will be May 21.  Note that on Sunday, May 21 there will 

be one Divine Service at 10:30 a.m. (no 8:00 a.m. service), and there will be no 

5:30 p.m. service on Saturday, May 20. 

EASTER BREAKFAST IS COMING… 
Plan on worshiping and enjoying breakfast on Easter morning, April 16.  If you 

would like to help, there is a food donation sign-up sheet on the hallway bulletin 

board or see Greg. 

MOWERS NEEDED…. 
If you want to help mow the St. Matthew property, please sign up on the sheet on the 

bulletin board.  You will be responsible for a week at a time, from Monday to Sunday.  

You will be made aware if there are any funerals or weddings.  If you are not able to 

do the week you are assigned, call Jerry Donegan at 309-781-2213. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
At Sunday’s 10:30am service we welcome into our congregation through Adult 

Confirmation Heather Snyder and Janice Leihsing.   Both Heather and Janice 

recently completed Pastor’s “Lutheranism 101” study. God’s richest blessings in 

Christ to you, Heather and Janice, and welcome to the St. Matthew family!  We 

pray that you would be continually nourished by Word and Sacrament for 

Christian faith and life. 



 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 p.m.—48 Sunday School—13 

 Sun. 8:00 a.m.—69 Adult Bible Study—40 

       Sun. 10:30 a.m.—45 

 

Midweek Lenten    4/5          11:00 a.m.— 44 

                                                  7:00 p.m.—  40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 13 

Divine Service with Communion - 11:00 a.m. 

Divine Service with Communion - 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday - Friday, April 14 

Midday Service - 11:00 a.m.  

Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) - 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Easter Vigil with Communion 

Saturday, April 15 -  5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Day - Sunday, April 16 

Sunrise Divine Service with Communion - 6:30 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast - 7:30 a.m. 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study -  8:45 a.m. 

Divine Service with Communion - 10:00 a.m. 


