
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, 

in Christian love we extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the 

bread and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others 

as Christ has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully 

asked to visit with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to 

commune. 
 

Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in 

Lutheran Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the 

Lord’s Supper. 
 

NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or 

the common cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those 

that need to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-

confirmed children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the 

baptismal font.  Hold the cross in front of you as the communion elements are 

distributed.  As you then return to your pew, please place the cross in the basket next 

to the collection tray for individual cups.  
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4th Sunday in Advent 
December 23 & 24, 2017 

 

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to sign 
the Record of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the guest book 
on the Welcome Table in the entryway. 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 a.m.         48 Sunday School      17       
 Sun. 11:00 a.m.      92             Bible Study         22     
 
Advent     11:00 a.m.   44           Sunday Program 
                   7:00 p.m.    51              Children           22 
                                                          Adults              74 

YOUTH MINISTRY  (Grades 6-12) 
 

Fund Raiser:   Dining Coupon Books are in 
We are selling Dining Coupon Books which have two for one meals for 
area restaurants.  Cost is $35.00 and students get to add $10.00 per 
book in their student accounts to be used for any youth ministry trip or 
event. 

 

2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering July 11-15 in Minneapolis MN 
If you are in 7th grade (2017-2018) this year and older you will be able to attend.  
This event usually will have 20,000 - 25,000 students from around the world.  This
 is often called a “once in a life time” event.  Questions talk to Greg 
 
We will be installing the floor in the Youth room on Thursday, December 28 at 
9:00 a.m.  If you would like to help, contact Greg. 

 

If you need a large print bulletin or would like to use 
a hearing impaired device, please speak with an 

Usher or Lay Assistant. 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to the Sunday School Staff, the children and all who attended for a 
wonderful Christmas Program! 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
The installation of all elected officers and board members of the congregation will take 
place at the 11:00am service on January 7, 2018.   This includes those serving on the 
Church Council as well as those serving on the Board of Lay Assistants for Membership 
Care and the Board of Mission and Ministry (Congregational Life, Outreach, Youth /
Education Committees). 



 

 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“So celebrate that divine-human Gift who has so changed your life by His 
Spirit. Praise Him for His gracious forgiveness and righteousness. Praise Him 
as the One who will one day transform the mortal into immortality. Indeed, 
He who was once a baby has changed and is changing lives and will one day 
change His whole creation.” Rev. David Fuerstenau, Holy Truth Lutheran 
Church, Ketchikan, Alaska – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
Luke 2:12 “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Truly, as St. Paul said, He who was 
rich for our sakes became poor, for behold the King who must be laid in a 
manger, no crib for His bed! There in the manger is the very picture of self-
giving generosity. 

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
Jesus brought God delicately amidst sinners, as humble in crucifixion as He 
was helpless in conception. Yet this estate did not hinder but in fact 
heralded the full realm and reign of God for us. And thereby He reaffirmed 
the worth of even the feeblest human beings. God’s gift of life arrives all 
the better for the plain packaging He habitually hides it behind. Lamb of 
God, make our taking hold of You to cradle Your little ones as well. Amen.  

Altar Guild:    Mary Donegan & Vicki Lude 
Flowers:          See Poinsettia Chart 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 
Office Hours Mon.—Fri. 9-12:00 

Saturday, December 23 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, December 24 
4th Sunday in Advent / Nativity 
of Our Lord 

 

9:45 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

Sunday School  
Adult Bible Study 
Advent Divine Service 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 

 Office Closed 

Tuesday, December 26  Karen on Vacation 

Wednesday, December 27  Karen on Vacation 

Thursday,  December 28  Karen on Vacation 

Friday, December 29  
8:30 a.m. 

Karen on Vacation 
Bulletin Assembled 

Saturday, December 30 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, December 31 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

9:45 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

Sunday School  
Adult Bible Study 
Advent Divine Service 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Lay Assistant Al Nordstrom Nick Bull 

Ushers  Jill & Randy Tharp 
Evonne Kragness 

Organist Shirley Smith Shirley Smith 

Greeters  Barb Miller 
Jan Siebke 

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE FOR NEWS INFORMATION & 
TRUTH...  
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public 
Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This 
week's topics include: Media Coverage of Religion, Pop American 
Christianity, Christ in the Old Testament, The Birth of Jesus Foretold, The 
Lutheran Confessions, Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch and more.   You can 
listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org and on the 
Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.  

REPORTS AVAILABLE 
Copies of the monthly congregational financial report as well the recorded 
minutes of the Church Council meetings are available by request and may 
be obtained by contacting Karen in the church office (787-4295, 
stmattkarenb@juno.com) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CwgIM6KOfc3njJtWAC5C1kcFC9ygYgq24g2iRlt-KlkpIjppG_C1Q7xQoDq6tHsJzvzV82i5MmybHJ4OTX0_gx9GWcuwn-gXtI50edA0FHISkFBL3gqX_IaCYrJTgsxFzxY_qj9oJZdeCaTQ16JWjg14jYpn3ixOK1ZZjCIgfMg=&c=sVxhaPks3wJGhbmGiwXxxVua8XSnV4SIX1iLgNEdLvEwjD-H0DKIt


 

 

DINING TOUR COUPON BOOKS ARE HERE 
St. Matthew Youth Ministry is selling Dining Tour Coupon books again this year.  In 
the books are over 200, two-for-one coupons that can be used at local restaurants.  
The cost of the books are $35.00 and the youth group gets to keep $10.00.  The 
books are good until November 2018. 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Astrowski’s Tuesday morning Bible Study will not meet December 26 or 
January 2.  His class will resume January 9 at 9:30am.   

TEACHER NEEDED 
We are in need of a Sunday School teacher for grades 5-7.  If you are interested 
let Greg Mueller or Deb Snyder know. 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Midweek Advent Services   

          
 
 

 

Christmas Services 
 

 

Sunday, December 24  
   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ..................................................... 5:30 pm 

                                                      

Monday, December 25 

   Christmas Day at Immanuel, Rock Island ........................................... 9:00 am 

 

Sunday, December 31 

   New Year’s at Immanuel, Rock Island  .............................................. 7:00 pm 

REMINDER-DECEMBER 28, 2017 
As we approach the end of 2017, you may want to consider extra donations to St. 
Matthew for tax purposes.  All monies for 2017 must be in the office by noon on 
December 28, 2017.  We will be able to get the last deposit for 2017 in the bank 
by noon on December 29, 2017.  After that date it will count for 2018.  Any 
questions, call the church office.  The office will be open Dec. 26-29 from 9-12:00. 

SAVE THE DATE 
WHEN:  Sunday, January 28, 2018  from  4-6 p.m. 
WHAT:  Third annual St. Matthew Chili Cook-off Challenge 
NEW THIS YEAR:  We’re adding soups to the challenge 
WHY:  Good food, fun, and fellowship 
Start planning your favorite chili or soup recipe now!  Are you up for the 
challenge 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday School—  Philip and the Ethiopian 
 

High School Bible Study—TBA  
 
 

Adult Bible Study:  The Book of James 

HELP WITH 2018 ALTAR 
Looking for women, men, or families to help with the weekend altar duties.   
Either setting up for the weekend services and/or cleaning up communion after 
the late service.  Contact Vicki Lude at 309-738-3953 if you are interested. 

PRAYER CARDS 
If you fill out a prayer card you can hand it to Jim Bennett or the Lay Assistant 
during the Sermon hymn, as he walks up and down the aisle collecting any prayer 
cards. 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Pastor Hagen and the Call Committee want to encourage St. Matthew to start 

collecting names for our new Pastor.  Please give any names you would like to 

suggest to Dave Schroeder or a Lay Assistant.  Please write the name and if 

possible the congregation’s name and town/state where they are serving.   

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
We will have Pre-service Christmas music before the service come early and listen 
to the beautiful music. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need Youth and Adult volunteers.  We will be installing the Youth Room 
Floor on Thursday, December 28, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.  If you are interested, 
contact Greg Mueller. 



 

 

NEW/UPDATED requests this week 
Brenna, co-workers daughter of Jill Tharp (severe Asthma) 
Babies Garrett  Landen, friends of Jill Tharp (recovering from heart surgery) 
Jerry Fisher, father of Erica Fisher (recovering from surgery) 
Mindy Applebee, friend of Eric Campbell (stomach cancer) 
John Salter, friend of Eileen Leonard (recovering from head on collision) 
Nancy Salter, friend of Eileen Leonard (recovering from head on collision) 
 
Those who mourn 
Family and Friends of David Picht, Friend of the Lindley’s  
Family and Friends of Ivan Harkey, Uncle of Amy Hunt & Melanie Flickinger 
Family and Friends of Thomas Taylor, family friend of the Teggatz 
Family & Friends of Lawanna Montgomery, Friend of Tammy & Danny Robinson 
 
Other continuing request 
Alyssa Anders,  (missionary at St. Petersburg Russia) 
Arlene Astrowski, mother of Pastor Astrowski (recovering from surgery) 
Christina, friend of Vicki Lude (struggles with life, needs guidance) 
Ray Bennett (Recovering from fall) 
Yvonne Cox, friend of Eileen Leonard (cancer) 
Cassidy Kline, friend of Eric Campbell (harassment at school) 
Phyllis Larson, friend of Cindy Leonard (cancer) 
Lynnette, daughter-in-law of Don & Nancy Mueller (cancer) 
Mike Manginelli, friend of Bill & Eileen Leonard (health issues) 
Rick Newswander, son of Barb Miller (recovering) 
Ruth Smith, relative of Bessie Harper (health issues) 
Kelly Teuscher, niece of Marian Hoffman (recovering) 
Betty Tobin (recovering from a fall) 
Randy Viager, son of Sally Riddell (preparing for surgery) 

ST. MATTHEW AT PRAYER  

REMINDER: 
Christmas Day Service with Communion, will be held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Rock Island at 9:00 a.m. 
 
New Years Eve Service with Communion will be held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Rock Island at 7:00 p.m. 

FLU SEASON 
As flu season begins, Pastor Astrowski and the Board of Lay 
Assistants for Membership Care encourage everyone to keep 
the following in mind… 

+ Gathering in worship, studying God’s Word, receiving 
the Lord’s Supper, and sharing the peace of our 
forgiveness in Christ all are appropriate for God’s 
people to do in any season.  Fear is one tactic that 
Satan loves to use in discouraging Christians from 
engaging in these activities.  We remember that in 
worship God promises great blessings, not a curse. 

+ Immediately prior to preparing and distributing the 
Lord’s Supper, Pastor and Lay Assistants use alcohol-
based hand sanitizer. 

+ During distribution of the Lord’s Supper, the chalice 
(common cup) is wiped by Pastor with a purificator 
(white cloth) moistened with Everclear (which is 95% 
grain alcohol).  In fact, it is well documented that 
receiving the Lord’s blood through the chalice may be 
more “sanitary” than through the individual cups, the 
rims of which are touched by several sets of hands. 

+ During the Sharing of the Peace, please do not feel 
obligated to shake hands with others.  If you wish, you 
may simply say, “Peace be with you.” 

+ Please do not feel obligated to shake hands with Pastor 
following the service.  He will not be offended if you 
choose not to do so. 

+ Alcohol-based hand sanitizer is available at the 
Welcome Table in the hallway for all to use.  Also, there 
are containers of hand sanitizer in each of the Sunday 
School classrooms. 

+ If you are sick or your children are sick, please stay 
home.  We will pray for you and look forward to 
seeing you in the Lord’s house when you are well. 


