
 

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER  
At St. Matthew we believe that the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion) is a ministry of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and an expression of our unity in belief and teaching.  Therefore, in Christian love we 
extend this ministry to baptized Christians who…  

 Have been properly instructed and confess the teachings of the Bible as taught in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS); 

 Acknowledge their sins and repent of their sins; 

 Confess Jesus Christ alone as Savior from all sin; 

 Believe with us that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread 
and wine;  

 Intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend their sinful lives and forgive others as Christ 
has forgiven them. 

Guests who do not hold membership in a congregation of the LCMS are respectfully asked to visit 
with the pastor before or after the worship service regarding their desire to commune. 
 
Martin Luther’s “Christian Questions with Their Answers” on pages 329-330 in Lutheran 
Service Book is a good resource to use to prepare oneself to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 
NOTES FOR COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 Receive the bread—the body of Christ—in your hand.  

 You may receive the wine—the blood of Christ—with either the individual cup or the common 
cup.  Please assist with the common cup. 

 The individual cups in the center of the tray contain reduced alcohol wine for those that need 
to receive Christ’s blood this way. 

 Those not receiving the Sacrament but wish to receive a blessing (including non-confirmed 
children) are asked to take a wooden cross from the basket next to the baptismal font.  Hold 
the cross in front of you as the communion elements are distributed.  As you then return to 
your pew, please place the cross in the basket next to the collection tray for individual cups.  
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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 3 & 4, 2018 

 

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE 
We pray that you are blessed through God’s service today.  We invite everyone to sign the Record 
of Fellowship in each pew.  Our guests are also invited to sign the guest book on the Welcome 
Table in the entryway. 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 
 Sat. 5:30 p.m.      52     Sunday School      14
 Sun. 11:00 a.m.   90              Bible Study          22     
 

YOUTH MINISTRY  (Grades 6-12) 

Fund Raiser:   Dining Coupon Books are in 
We are selling Dining Coupon Books which have two for one meals for 
area restaurants.  Cost is $35.00 and students get to add $10.00 per book 

in their student accounts to be used for any youth ministry trip or event. 
 

 

2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering July 11-15 in Minneapolis MN 
If you are in 7th grade (2017-2018) this year and older you will be able to attend.  
This event usually will have 20,000 - 25,000 students from around the world.  This 
often called a “once in a life time” event.  Questions talk to Greg. 
 

 

Wednesday, February 14 is Ash Wednesday and the Lenten suppers begin. 
We begin at 5:00pm to set-up, we know not everyone can be there at 5:00pm, so 
come when you can.  Supper is served from 6:00-6:45 followed by clean-up and 
then worship at 7:00pm.  (Also help is needed at the noon time lunch, if available 
let me know.)  This is considered one of our service events, so please plan to help at 
as many as you can.  The Wednesday are February 14, 21, 28,March 7, 14, 21. 
 

Sunday, February 25,      Afternoon Bowling 
Details are still being work out, we are planning on going bowling but if this doesn’t 
work we will have an event at church in the gym. 
 

The Bible Bowl topic this year is the Gospel of St. Matthew.  If you are interested in 
being part of a team let Greg know.  If there is interest we will have a team, you can 
begin by reading through the Gospel of St. Matthew.  Contact Greg at 309-236-
8826. 
 
Fund Raiser:   Dining Coupon Books 
We are selling Dining Coupon Books which have two-for-one meals for area 
restaurants.  Cost is $35.00 and students get to ad $10.00 per book in their student 
accounts to be used for any youth ministry trip or event. 

 

If you need a large print bulletin or would 
like to use a hearing impaired device, please 

speak with an Usher or Lay Assistant. 



 

 

LIFE QUOTE FOR THIS WEEK 
“If it is wrong to kill a human fetus, it is wrong because this interrupts the vocation 

of that fetus to praise God and enjoy Him forever, a vocation given it by God 

Himself in and with the gift of existence, a vocation we may not override for 

purposes of our own without offending against the rights of God.” Douglas 

Farrow, author of Desiring a Better Country: Forays in Political Theology – A 

Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  

OUR CHRISTIAN CALLING 
1 Corinthians 9:25 – “Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it 
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.” Self control is a fruit of 
the Spirit – for the desires of the flesh are at war with the desires of the Spirit. 
Having received the new life in Christ by his grace, he now calls us to follow him 
deliberately, with self-control, with intention.  

LIFE THOUGHT FROM THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
Hearts struggle and suffer when Satan suggests death to them (Mark 1:32). Often 

they feel “my way is hidden from the Lord” and believe “my right is disregarded 

by my God” (Isaiah 40:27). With empathy like Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 9:19-

22), imitating Lord Jesus, we have been healed to intercede. We can approach and 

assist knowing that His wings of forgiveness and everlasting resurrection (Isaiah 

40:28-31) will likewise lift them from their afflictions. Loving God, include us in 

Your servanthood that increases strength to the powerless. Amen.  

Altar Guild:    Eileen Leonard and Nancy Mueller 
 

Flowers:     Kenny & Regina Hoffman Celebrating their “54” Anniversary on 2/16 

THIS WEEK THE LORD WILLING 
Office Hours Mon.—Fri. 9-12:00 

Saturday, February 3 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, February 4 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
SOUPer Bowl of Caring 

9:45 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  
Adult Bible Study 
Divine Service 

Monday, February 5 8:30 a.m. Home School Group 

Tuesday, February 6 9:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

6:15 a.m. 

Pastor’s Bible Study at Immanuel 
Ladies Bible Study 
Choir 

Wednesday, February 7 9:00 a.m.—Noon 
6:30 p.m. 

Pastor in Office 
Confirmation 

Thursday,  February 8   

Friday, February 9 8:30 a.m. Bulletin Assembled 

Saturday, February 10 5:30 p.m. Divine Service 

Sunday, February 11 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

9:45 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  
Adult Bible Study 
Divine Service 

       SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  5:30 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Lay Assistant  Nick Bull 

Ushers Terry Oetting  

Organist Shirley Smith Ellen Schuster 

SOUP/CHILI COOK-OFF UPDATE 
A big thank you to everyone who helped make our 3rd Annual Soup/Chili Cook-
Off a huge success.  There was a great selection of soups and chilies that were 
enjoyed by all.  Lynn Bickle won the People’s Choice in the soup division and 
Emma Schroeder won the People’s Choice in the chili division. 

LENT BEGINS 
On Wednesday, February 14 our Lenten season begins with As Wednesday at 
11:00am and 7:00pm.  There will also be a meal at noon and 6:00pm.  Take some 
time to join in and reflect on the great love God shows us in Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection.  This is also a great time of Christian support and fellowship as we 
share meals together. 



 

 

DINING TOUR COUPON BOOKS ARE HERE 
We are selling Dining Coupon Books which have two-for-one meals for area 
restaurants. The cost of the books are $35.00 and the students get to add $10.00 
per book to their student accounts to be used for any youth ministry trip or event. 

TEACHER NEEDED 
We are in need of a Sunday School teacher for grades 5-7.  If you are interested let 
Greg Mueller or Deb Snyder know. 

PRAYER CARDS 
If you fill out a prayer card you can hand it to Jim Bennett or the Lay Assistant 
during the Sermon hymn, as he walks up and down the aisle collecting any prayer 
cards. 

REPORTS AVAILABLE 
Copies of the monthly congregational financial report as well the recorded 
minutes of the Church Council meetings are available by request and may be 
obtained by contacting Karen in the church office (787-4295, 
stmattkarenb@gmail.com) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday School—  Paul and Timothy       Acts 15:1-16:5 
 

High School Bible Study—TBA  
 
 

Adult Bible Study:  TBA 

HELP WITH 2018 ALTAR 
Looking for women, men, or families to help with the weekend altar duties.   
Either setting up for the weekend services and/or cleaning up communion after 
the late service.  Contact Vicki Lude at 309-738-3953 if you are interested. 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Pastor Hagen and the Call Committee want to encourage St. Matthew to start 
collecting names for our new Pastor.  Please give any names you would like to 
suggest to Dave Schroeder or a Lay Assistant.  Please write the name and if 
possible the congregation’s name and town/state where they are serving.   

WOMEN’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Espionage. Fraud. Identity theft. 
Why are these stories of bad-to-the-bone crimes in the Bible? And what do they 
have to do with your life today? This criminally good Bible study,  explores Bible 
stories that are often excluded from other studies. Every story points back to 
Christ and His ultimate heist—stealing our sin and giving us His righteousness 
instead!  Tuesday lesson: “Wife?  What Wife?”  Genesis 12:10-20  Come join us 
on Tuesday Mornings at 11:00am.  See you there! 

PASTOR’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Astrowski’s has a Tuesday morning Bible Study from 9:30am to 10:30am at 
Immanuel Lutheran, Rock Island.  All are welcome to attend.  Come join in and 
study God’s Word. 

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
St. Matthew, along with other congregations in the Quad Cities area, is 
participating in the annual Baby Bottle Drive, sponsored by Pregnancy Resources 
of the Quad Cities.  Pick up an empty baby bottle in the hallway outside the 
sanctuary and fill it with coins and cash over the coming weeks to benefit 
Pregnancy Resources, whose mission is to provide life-affirming Biblically-based 
resources to encourage informed decisions regarding pregnancy and premarital 
sexual abstinence.  Please return them by February 11, 2018. 

FEBRUARY, “LITTLE MONTH WITH A BIG HEART” 
 
February is St. Matthew’s month to collect personal care items for the food 
pantry.  A table will be set up to collect laundry soap, dish soap, deodorant, 
shampoo, toothpaste, feminine hygiene items and shave cream with razors.  These 
items are needed and appreciated by our clients.  Thank you for all your support of 
the pantry and your big hearts, St. Matthew. 
 

Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it 
to me.  Matthew 25:40 

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation will not be meeting during lent,  but the Children are encouraged 
to attend the Advent services. 



 

 

NEW/UPDATED requests this week 
Ted Roberts, uncle of Darcy Eberts (hospice Card) 
Andy Cortez, father of Linda Tobin’s student (hospitalized) 
Tom Mueller (recovering) 
 
Those who Mourn 
Family and friends of Myrtle Eckert, grandmother of Amanda Gorski 
 
Other continuing request 
Alyssa Anders,  (missionary at St. Petersburg Russia) 
Arlene Astrowski, mother of Pastor Astrowski (recovering from surgery) 
Phyllis Brown (recovering at Rosewood) 
John Desherow, brother of Eileen Leonard (Hospitalized) 
Mike Heavilin, friend of Pam Ziegler (back issues) 
Tom Krahl  
Lynnette, daughter-in-law of Don & Nancy Mueller (cancer) 
Yvonne Cox, friend of Eileen Leonard (health problems) 

 JohnSalter, friend of Eileen Leonard (recovering from head on collision) 
Nancy Salter, friend of Eileen Leonard (recovering from head on collision) 
Lola Saslido, friend of Stroup Family (recovering from car accident) 
Randy Viager, son of Sally Riddell (preparing for surgery) 
Barb Wells, friend of Kitty Dornbier (heart issues) 
Greg Williams, friend of Kitty Dornbier (cancer) 

ST. MATTHEW AT PRAYER  

PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES 
Below are the prayer list guidelines that the Board of Lay Assistants adopted some 
time ago.   

 New entries for the prayer list in the weekly bulletin will appear in the bulletin 
and be mentioned in the Prayer of the Church in Divine Services for 4 
consecutive weeks.  Please inform Karen if you wish to have a name appear for 
a shorter period of time.  Also, some entries, by their nature (e.g. births, deaths, 
anniversaries, etc.), will appear for a shorter period of time. 

 Please note that the first of these 4 weeks will be the week that the entry 
EITHER first appears in the bulletin OR is announced verbally by Pastor in the 
worship service. 

 Existing entries may be placed in the weekly bulletin for up to an additional 4 
weeks by contacting Karen. 

MID-DAY LENTEN LUNCHES 
Members will be preparing and serving 6 Lenten hot lunches after each 
Wednesday 11:00 Lenten service starting February 14.  If you would like to 
help by donating items or your time, there is a sign-up sheet in the hallway.  
Come for the Word, stay for good food and fellowship.   Questions contact 
Kitty Dornbier. 

MARK YOU CALENDARS! 
Youth Ministry’s Trivia Night is Friday, March 2.  Plan ahead and start 
forming your team.  Proceeds will support youth ministry at St. Matthew. 

UPDATE ON ST. MATTHEW’S MISSION SUPPORT 
St. Matthew’s has been supporting a Missionary for a few years now. Our 
support is $800.00 per year. We were supporting Enoch Peterson for a few 
years but he left the mission field in December 2016 and we didn’t get any 
notification until March/April of 2017. We were supporting Rev. Peter Kolb 
along with the Milan Christian Food Pantry through our loose change in the 
offering plate. When we found out that Enoch Peterson left the Mission 
Field we decided to support Rev. Peter Kolb along with the loose change. 
We received a letter in December 2017 that Rev. Kolb was leaving the 
Mission Field December 31, 2017.   We received 5 names to choose from to 
support from the office of the Mission Advancement.  It was at Rev Kolb’s 
request that we select someone who needed a lot of support.   We elected 
Rev. Ryan and Emily McDermott serving in West and Central Africa, based 
in Togo working in deaf ministry.  They have four children. There will be a 
copy of his information on Bulletin Board D. 

UPDATE ON COINS FOR CHRIST 
Our loose coins in the offering plate (Coins for Christ)  will now be divided 
between Milan Christian Food Pantry and Operation Christmas Child Boxes. 
The Pantry will be using the money to buy food for the pantry and 
Operation Christmas Child will go for postage and tracts.   
 

St. Matthew is a founding board member on the Milan Christian Food 
Pantry and we support them by food donations, working at the pantry, and 
financial support.  When the pantry was first opened we thought we would 
do good serving 80 families a month.  We now support (depending on the 
month) serve 250 to 300 families. The need is great.    
 

In 2017 we sent over 200 boxes for the Operation Christmas Child. This is  a 
great outreach project reaching children all over the world.   Help is always 
needed for postage and the Christian Tracts that go into the boxes.   
 

Don’t forget your loose change each week to help these great Outreach 
Projects. 



 

 

FLU SEASON 
As flu season begins, Pastor Astrowski and the Board of Lay Assistants for 
Membership Care encourage everyone to keep the following in mind… 

+ Gathering in worship, studying God’s Word, receiving the Lord’s Supper, 
and sharing the peace of our forgiveness in Christ all are appropriate for 
God’s people to do in any season.  Fear is one tactic that Satan loves to 
use in discouraging Christians from engaging in these activities.  We 
remember that in worship God promises great blessings, not a curse. 

+ Immediately prior to preparing and distributing the Lord’s Supper, Pastor 
and Lay Assistants use alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

+ During distribution of the Lord’s Supper, the chalice (common cup) is 
wiped by Pastor with a purificator (white cloth) moistened with Everclear 
(which is 95% grain alcohol).  In fact, it is well documented that receiving 
the Lord’s blood through the chalice may be more “sanitary” than 
through the individual cups, the rims of which are touched by several sets 
of hands. 

+ During the Sharing of the Peace, please do not feel obligated to shake 
hands with others.  If you wish, you may simply say, “Peace be with you.” 

+ Please do not feel obligated to shake hands with Pastor following the 
service.  He will not be offended if you choose not to do so. 

+ Alcohol-based hand sanitizer is available at the Welcome Table in the 
hallway for all to use.  Also, there are containers of hand sanitizer in each 
of the Sunday School classrooms. 

+ If you are sick or your children are sick, please stay home.  We will pray 
for you and look forward to seeing you in the Lord’s house when you are 
well. 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Midweek Lenten Services   

          
 

 

Wednesday, February 14  Ash Wednesday 

   Matins Service ................................................................................. 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service ...................................................................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, February 21 

   Matins Service ................................................................................. 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service ...................................................................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday, February 28 

   Matins Service ................................................................................. 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service ...................................................................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 

 

 

Wednesday, March 7 

   Matins Service ................................................................................. 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service ...................................................................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 

 

 

Wednesday, March 14 

   Matins Service ................................................................................. 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service ...................................................................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 

 

 

Wednesday, March 21 

   Matins Service ................................................................................. 11:00 am 

  Lunch follows Midday Service 

  Evening Prayer Service ...................................................................... 7:00 pm 

  Supper prior to Evening Service; serving begins at 6:00 pm 

Holiday Worship Schedule 

          
 

 

Thursday, March 29     Maundy Thursday 

   Divine Service with Communion…………………………………….7:00 pm 

   
 

Friday, March 30 

   Tre Ore at Holy Cross in Moline………………………….…...12:00-3:00 pm 

   

  Tenebrae here at St. Matthew………………………………………...7:00 pm 

  

Saturday, March 31 

    Easter Vigil…………………….………………………….………….7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, April 1 

    Easter Sunrise with Communion……………………………...……...6:30 am 

 

   Easter Service with Communion……………………………...……..10:00 am 


